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A Reflection on Gratitude
in the Madrona Woods
By Merrill Preece, 34th Ave.

T

he Madrona Woods: an oasis of trees and ferns at the edge
of Lake Washington. A beautiful place to walk your dog, go
jogging, or as I do, simply sit. Almost every day for the past six
months, I have sat in the Madrona Woods as part of my naturalist training. My goal? To get to know that patch of nature at
every time of day, in every season. I’ve sat in rain and snow
and wind, watched beautiful sunrises peek over the Cascades,
and seen the crows fly south as the sky grows dark. In the fall,
I watched mushrooms that within days went from tiny fungi to
giants. In the winter, I learned to identify plants by their twigs
and paid attention to how the snow changed the landscape.
Now, as spring begins, I’ve watched as the Indian Plum lights
up the woods with its greenery, the first trillium bloom, and the
swampy areas fill with skunk cabbages. I have watched bushtits
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Young Seawolves fan, David Kiania, roots with gusto for Seattle's Major
League Rubgy team. The Official Seawolves Team Store was launched in
Madrona at 1421 34th Ave. on April 28th. The Seawolves play at Starfire
Stadium in Tukwila.

New Business Anniversary: Jules

Jules Celebrates 1 Year

J

and crows carry lichen and twigs to their nesting spots and kept
an eye on the pair of bald eagles in the tallest Douglas Fir, waiting to see if they’ll use their nest this year.

une 1 marks the first year in business for Julie Moberly at
Jules, the women’s designer consignment shop, and plans for
a day-long anniversary party are underway. Moberly, who bought
the former Driftwood consignment shop from Natalie Anderson
and Adam Peart, was a customer of the store for years. She saw
a unique opportunity to be part of an established community of
Madrona neighbors and merchants, and the friendliness of the
clientele was also appealing, she said, adding that the camaraderie of the local business community has been a wonderful
bonus. Jules is still a consignment shop for designer and highend vintage clothing as before, but with a refreshed interior and
a greater—but still highly curated—selection of inventory.
Consignment stores are popular in Seattle, and each one has its
own personality and aesthetic. The wallet-friendly price points,
the hand-picked inventory, and the one-of-a-kind treasures all
offer the opportunity to build a stylish and distinctive wardrobe.
Jules focuses on good design, whether that’s in a piece from a
mall brand or a special find consigned by the many women who
travel, and shop, all over the world. The small footprint of the
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Winter skyward view in Madrona Park.
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bout eight or nine years ago, the Madrona Community Council appealed to Madrona neighbors to help keep the Council
alive. It was struggling mightily, and at that time it appeared
the Council could fail. Happily for all of us who enjoy the many
activities the MCC organizes, a critical mass of people came forward. Among public events that you or your neighbors may have
enjoyed are Mayfair, Halloween at the Shelterhouse, Neighbor
Appreciation Day, June garage sales, the Madrona summer Concert Series in August, the unforgettable blossoms that brighten Madrona’s businesses, or fall wine tastings. A recent event
provided training on earthquake preparedness. There are also
so many activities the MCC organizes or sponsors that may be
invisible to the public eye, like helping to broker the trees and
sidewalk study used throughout the city.
This past year has been a challenging one for the MCC. Although MCC-sponsored events have taken place, the number
of people on the MCC has dwindled, and those few are doing
all the heavy lifting for Madrona activities. Perhaps needless
to say, the Council as it now stands cannot continue to operate
without help from good people like you. Please consider bringing a neighbor or friend to attend the May 7 or June 4 MCC
meetings at 7:15pm at the Madrona Playfield Shelterhouse
to explore how you can help the MCC continue its neighborhood-supporting work. •

Designer consignment shop celebrates one
year and updates under new ownership.
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with dwindling participation from neighbors.
Read how you can help keep this active community group alive in Madrona.

5

Mutt Matchup
Sumo, Ozzie and Sadie: two of these pups
look a bit like twins...but they're not. Play this
month's Mutt Matchup.

8

Neighborhood News and Notes
Update: St. Clouds, Midtown Square and 100
Women Who Care.

10

Madrona Community Calendar
Get the details on local happenings.

Madrona News Apr/May 2019

2

3

Madrona News Apr/May 2019

Photo: Christina Shires, Smallish Photo Studio

April is the month where many in Madrona make a yearly pilgrimage north to the tulips fields of the Skagit Valley. We’re always on the lookout for camera-ready
people and pups and Seattle labradoodle Charlie did not disappoint! We understand: who can resist grinning ear-to-ear when basking in a beautiful field of tulips!
To see Charlie in full color, visit Madrona News on Facebook.
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Sumo

Ozzie

Michelle & Adam, 30th Ave. Amy, 24th Ave.

By Didi Burpee, 34th Ave. and Jennie Grant, Grand Ave.

Sadie

Melly & Elsie, Cherry St.

Mutt Matchup

Who walks whom?

See answer key on page 8.
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MADRONA WOODS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

JULES, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

As Earth Day approaches, I think of how grateful I am to the
woods and how much they mean to our community. Natural
spaces are important, not only for the plants and animals that
call them home, but also for the health of the people who live
around them. Whether you call it a nature walk or forest bathing, studies show that time spent outdoors is essential to our
well-being. I’ve noticed a difference in my perspective since
starting this practice. I greet each day with more reverence. Before going on a walk through the woods, I make a conscious shift
to be respectful, to remember that although I am in a city and
can hear the cars on
Lake
Washington
Blvd, I am still in a
wild space. I make
an effort to pick up
trash, to step carefully, and to take the
time to appreciate all
that I see and hear
around me. When I
go to write down all
I am grateful for, my
list overflows with
what I experience in
the woods.
I am grateful for the
soil as it holds the
roots of the plants
that surround me
as I sit and listen. I
am grateful for the
rain soaking into the
ground and trickling
down the moss-covered trees. I am
grateful for the vibrant spring leaves which make the woods
feel full and new again. I am grateful for the birds - their morning chorus, their twittering calls, the tapping of the woodpecker,
the majesty of the eagles. I am grateful to the trees - Douglas
Fir, Bigleaf Maple, Western Redcedar, and more - who make
this space wild by providing homes and shade and food. I am
grateful to the wind for refreshing everything, for making leaves
dance, for bringing in the clouds. I am grateful for the sun for
making spider webs shimmer, for the golden dappled light that
shines through the leaves, for the warmth on my cheek. I am
grateful for all those before me who have cared for this bit of
earth and for inspiring me to do the same. •

shop—only 500 square feet—makes it easy to browse through
the racks without feeling overwhelmed, and Moberly makes an
effort to keep the inventory lean to maintain that feeling of light
and spaciousness.
Another benefit to resale shopping accrues to the environment:
giving a garment another season of wear lengthens the lifespan
of quality clothing, making it the first step toward a cycle of
sustainability. As the owner of Jules, Moberly is interested in
finding ways to carry the message of sustainability and fashion
forward in ways that are interesting and fun.
The store, and the message, are getting noticed. In early April
Kim Holcomb of KING 5’s Evening Magazine profiled fashion
writer Lisa Cole at Jules, asking her about her favorite consignment stores and ‘the thrill of the hunt.’ Holding a vintage Gucci
clutch she’d found at the store only a few weeks before, Cole
talked about creating a stylish wardrobe accented with the oneof-a-kind finds found at consignment stores. The best kind of
style is personal expression, Cole believes, and shopping resale
is a way to add flair and quality to a closet while benefiting the
environment as well.
Giving a dress or a pair of earrings a second life is part of the
thrill of the business, Moberly says. Last month she outfitted
two brides for their second weddings: the idea that the dress
they chose had a little life history was more appealing than
something brand new, both said. And sometimes a piece comes
in with its own story, like the vintage Hermes scarf bought at a
small parish flea market in Venice on a Sunday afternoon, or the
blue-beaded Valentino evening bag that led a lively night life in
London. Consigning more day-to-day wear is enjoyable as well,
she finds, as every woman has a style all her own that makes
curating inventory at the store a constant source of inspiration.
“You never know what’s going to walk in the door on any given
day.”
While the past year has been spent learning the business and
putting her own stamp on the store, Moberly has plenty of goals
for Jules going forward. Carrying the message of sustainable
fashion in a fun and interesting way is one mission, and continuing to build a sense of community at the store is another.
Serving both goals is the new “Sashiko Night” gathering on the
fourth Tuesday of every month. Sometimes called ‘slow stitch’
or ‘visible mending,’ the technique of combining scrap fabric
and decorative stitching is easy to learn, and a fun activity to
share with others. The next Sashiko night will be held Tuesday,
May 21st starting at 5:30pm, with a $5.00 drop-in fee to cover
the cost of most supplies. For more information, visit the shop
or browse the store website. Visit justsayjules.com. •
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Neighborhood News and Notes
Help us reach 100 members: 100 women x $100 = $10,000 impact
to a charity/event and we meet only 3 times/year.
It’s a simple way to give back to our community with an amazing
group of women. Come join us at our next event on May 23rd at Pyramid Ale House, 6-8. Check out our website, www.100womenseattle.
org or visit us on Facebook. As a member you get to nominate your
favorite charities!
Any questions please contact us at 100womenseattle@gmail.com.
Collectively we can make a difference! Thanks Madrona for your support! •

St Clouds: The End is Here

Michael McGloin, jmichaelm@gmail.com

Dear Friends, what an adventure it has been, certainly not one anything like what I would have predicted or with a result I would have
hoped. After having the restaurant business for sale for six months
without a serious prospective buyer, I decided to auction everything
off and move on with my life. The online auction is live now and will
run through May 6th, lots of great stuff and great bargains so please
take a look: murphyauction.com. There are also a few items that are
not in the auction including some St. Clouds memorabilia (anyone
want the sign???) so if you would be interested, please reach out to
me (206) 250-4752.
There are a couple of other things I wanted to make sure everyone
is aware of. Our Homeless Cooking program continues. The program
is now being hosted at Angeline's Day Center for Women (2030 3rd
Avenue Seattle, WA 98122) on the 2nd Monday of each month from
9am until 1pm. Angeline's has an excellent kitchen setup and we are
thrilled to be partnering with them. It is exciting to be together with
those who are so appreciative of the food we provide. We have temporarily scaled back on the number of shelters and tent cities we are
working with, but see few obstacles in expanding to serve more people than we ever have. The need is certainly there. For those of you
who would like to continue to receive updates on the Homeless Cooking and are not already on the new list of volunteers, please send an
email to neighborhoodcooking@gmail.com or call Hannah Kennedy
at (603) 715-7975. Hannah has been taking over program management and is doing an exceptional job.
Many of you have used St. Clouds Catering over the years and I
continue to get a number of inquiries about whether we still offer catering. We don't, but I can recommend an excellent alternative. Casandra Vaivadas who worked with St. Clouds Catering for years has her
own active catering company. Cass has been the inspiration behind
many of St. Clouds best catering items, not to mention the maker of
the famous St. Clouds cakes. Please reach out to her with any of your
catering needs (206) 372-1411 or casandravaivadas@aol.com.
And finally, I want to make sure you all know how grateful I am for
all the tributes and well wishes that I have received over the past
months, most of which I have not even had a chance to respond to.
One of many examples is all the mentions of St. Clouds (and Judkins
St. Cafe) from Vanishing Seattle. I am proud to be part of the Seattle that was and feel confident that there will be room for something
cool for me in the Seattle that is coming. If I have a final request it
is asking all of you to please stay in touch. Email is probably easiest
and since my St. Clouds email will be going away soon please use
jmichaelm@gmail.com. I wish you all the best, Michael •

Midtown Square – April 2019 Project Update
Pat Foley and Cait Carew, Lake Union Partners

We’d like to provide an update on our project at 23rd Avenue and
East Union (the Midtown block). As many of you know, we’ve been
working on the design of the project and just recently received the
final round of approval from the City of Seattle’s Design Review board.
We’re finishing up the building permit process and plan to start construction in July. We’re estimating a 24-month construction schedule,
with an opening towards the end of the summer of 2021.
The project includes 432 apartments, 30% of which (130 apartments) will be affordable units. Affordable means the rent is limited based on income, with rents set by the City of Seattle starting at
$950/month for a studio, $1,000/month for a one bedroom, and
$1,200/month for a two bedroom. More information will be shared
on apartment leasing in future updates. The project also includes a
significant amount of retail (25,000 sf) and one level of underground
parking (approximately 227 stalls). As a reminder, Africatown Community Land Trust and Capitol Hill Housing are developing their project
immediately to the south, between the southern edge of our project
and Spring Street. Wyking Garrett (wyking@gmail.com) and Jeremy
Wilkening (jwilkening@capitolhillhousing.org) can answer questions
about their project.
We’re in the process of scheduling community meetings as it relates
to our work on the Memorandum of Understanding between Lake
Union Partners and Africatown Community Land Trust and will follow
up with date(s) in the coming weeks. •

Madrona News visits Midway Mercantile

100 Women Who Care Thanks the Madrona Neighbors
Paula Rothkopf, 33rd Ave

Our first donation event of this year was in February where we chose
Athletes as Leaders to receive our donation. With Madrona neighbor’s
participation, we presented them with a check for $6,850!
Our donation will support high school athletes on girls’ sports teams.
This program aims to empower female-identified youth to take an
active role in promoting healthy relationships and ending sexual
violence. Athletes are encouraged to be leaders in changing social
norms at the school to a culture of safety and respect. Our funds will
extend the program to 10 more area schools.
100 Women Who Care is growing and to date we have donated
$50,000 to support non-profits in our community. We invite the charities to present their mission/stories, then we vote on who we want to
direct our funds to with 100% going to the charity.

Amy walks Sadie.
Melly and Elsie walk Sumo.
Michelle and Adam walk Ozzie.

Mutt Matchup Answers
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John Platt, former owner of neighborhood haunt, St. Clouds, and multiple Madrona Community Award winner, enjoying himself with family and friends in
his new restaurant, The Midway Mercantile, in Midway, Utah. Editors Kevin
and Christina Lundeen had the pleasure of stopping by on a recent road trip.
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WHAT'S UP, MADRONA?
Please send your calendar items to madronanewscalendar@gmail.com for inclusion in the newsletter and the website at madrona.us.

RECURRING WEEKLY EVENTS
WED & FRI 7:45-8:15am and 8:30-9:00am Meditation. Guided silent meditation led by Pieter Drummond. Epiphany Chapel,
pieter@stonegroundmeditation.com.
THURSDAYS
10:00am-12:00pm – All Threads Together. Join for conversation and knitting, crocheting, needlepoint, etc.
Epiphany Christie House Library, Trish Stone, twallistone@yahoo.com.
11:00am – Children's Story Time. Bring your preschooler and toddlers to enjoy stories, rhymes, and songs with our children’s
librarian. Madrona Sally Goldmark Library. 1134 33rd Ave. 684-4705
7:30pm – ALANON Meeting. Epiphany Great Hall, 1805 38th Ave., 324-2573
8:00am-9:00am – Madrona Elementary PTSA Coffee + Conversation. Join us in the library every third Thursday.
SUNDAYS 11:00am-5:00pm – Sunday Sippers Wine Tasting at Madrona Wine Merchants. 1127 34th Ave. For more information, consult www.MadronaWineMerchants.com.
WEEKENDS 9:00am-5:00pm – Donate Used Goods. Northwest Center Big Blue Truck. Grocery Outlet parking lot. www.bigbluetruck.org.
FRIDAYS 3:00 to 7:00pm – Madrona Farmers Market. Every Friday through mid October in the Grocery Outlet parking lot on
the corner of E. Union and MLK. For information, visit www.sfmamarkets.com/madrona-farmers-market.

May 4, 9:30-11:00am—Neighbor Appreciation Day. Refreshments at 9:30am; awards ceremony at 10am. Madrona Elementary Library.
May 7, 7:15pm—Madrona Community Council Meeting. Madrona Playfield Shelterhouse (34th Ave. btwn. Spring & Marion).
May 9, 2:00 - 8:00pm. Coyote Central Art Sale. Stop by Coyote for a day of art, food and fun! 2300 E. Cherry St.
May 11, 9:00am–1:00pm—Mayfair. The most festive event in Madrona is back for the 43rd time! Mark your calendar AND
come volunteer. Email robward@mmayfairvolunteer@gmail.com.
May 11, 8:00am—Hiking Group. RSVP to verger@epiphanyseattle.org. Epiphany Courtyard, 1805 38th Ave.
May 12, 6:15pm—Epiphany Seattle Music Guild Concert. Organ Plus with Joseph Adam and David Gordon, trumpet. Epiphany Parish Chapel. epiphanyseattle.org.
May 13, 9:00am–1:00pm—Homeless Cooking Project. This worthy endeavor lives on at Angeline's Day Center for Women
(2030 3rd Avenue in Seattle). To ensure accurate headcount, RSVP to neighborhoodcooking@gmail.com.
May 18, 6:00pm—Music in the Air Spring Concert. St. Therese Parish.Donations at the door benefit St. Vincent de Paul. Reception following. 900 35th Ave.
May 23, 6:00 8:00pm—Donation Meeting,100 Women Who Care. Pyramid Ale House at 1201 1st Avenue South, Seattle. For
details, visit www.100womenseattle.org or visit us on Facebook.
May 31, 9:00 – 5:00pm—Headshot Portrait Days. Whether you're changing careers, changing your hairdo, or just ready for
some spring freshening up, we're here to create your best look EVER! Call Christina at Smallish today! www.smallishphotostudio.
com/specials. Smallish Photo Studio. 1113 34th Ave. 206-779-4656.
June 4, 7:15pm—Madrona Community Council Meeting. Madrona Playfield Shelterhouse (34th Ave. btwn. Spring & Marion).
June 9, 1:00pm. 2nd Annual Library Artists' Showcase Opening Reception. Madrona-Sally Goldmark Branch. 1134 33 Ave.
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