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Artists Among Us - Sasarine LaCroix - Dioramist

Seasonal snow cools the animals of the Peaceable Kingdom on Feb. 22. 
For many in Madrona, this favorite statue in front of the library on 33rd Ave 
symbolizes the harmony between the diverse elements of the neighbor-
hood tapestry (and is the inspiration for the masthead of this publication).

(Photo: K. Lundeen)

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Madrona Celebrates
Good Neighbors

By Barbara Parker, 36th Ave.

On February 10th, Seattle celebrated Neighbor Day, a day set aside 
for kind acts toward neighbors and strangers. Some of Madrona’s 

residents take being a good neighbor in the community to a higher 
level, spreading their goodwill and works throughout the year, or over 
a series of years. In the spirit of this, Madrona Community Council 
recognizes these worthy individuals and organizations each year by 
handing out Neighbor Appreciation Awards. Madrona School also 
honored some of their local stars on award night, too.
Madrona Community Council recently posted the names of this year’s 
recipients, as well as why they received their award.

The Nora Award
The Nora Award, named 

in honor of Madrona 
activist Nora Wood, is 
given to a Madrona res-
ident who, in ways both 
large and small, has left 
a personal mark on the 
community.  The award 
this year goes to Bill Ma-
honey.
Since joining the MCC 

board in 2010 Bill 
Mahoney has proved 
himself a generous vol-
unteer on behalf of Ma-
drona neighbors, and 
he is leaving a personal 
mark on the community 
as he steps down from 
being MCC president. As 
President, he has taken 
quite a few hits for the 

neighborhood team—most notably the spectacular slide down a long 
ladder while hanging fairy lights for the 2017 wine tasting fundraiser. 
Happily, in that and many other ways, Bill has proved himself a guy 
who bounces well whether it is off gym floors or at setbacks the MCC 
experienced during his long run as president, and his even longer run 
as volunteer extraordinaire. He often has been the guy to contact var-
ious city offices to gain answers to large and small questions from 
Madrona residents.
As President of the MCC, Bill did a great job of brokering the Kraus 

fund projects; he worked long and hard with Rob Ward to revise MCC 
bylaws; and thanks to Bill’s persistence the MCC now has its very own 
key to the Madrona Park Shelterhouse. He has been the main liai-

Dixie the Doll Lady
Aunt Dixie was the name she was affec-

tionately called by her neighbors and 
friends. We do not typically feature some-
one who is no longer with us, but Sasarine 
"Dixie" LaCroix, the Doll Lady, has left a leg-
acy that continues to have an impact on our 
community and no doubt will for many years 
to come. She came from Mississippi in the 
1940's and she was active in the Peoples 
Institutional Baptist Church on 24th Ave 
near Garfield High School. She was a gifted 
craftswoman that put her talents to use in 
educating young African Americans about 
their rich heritage of accomplishments. She 
lived on 30th Ave., just across the street 
from Calvin West, another lifelong resident of Madrona. It was to Mr. 
West that LaCroix entrusted her legacy of educational dioramas de-
picting the lives and deeds of African American heroes and heroines.
West volunteers the display of the dolls and dioramas at many local 

venues, as LaCroix did, including schools and churches, and other 
events. It is a labor of love since she left him more than two dozen 
displays that require special handling and care for storage and trans-
port. Among the heroes depicted are scientists, orators, educators, 
jurists, and civil rights leaders, including George Carver, Booker Wash-
ington, Frederick Douglass, Martin Luther King, Jr., Harriet Tubman, 

Nora Award Winner Bill Mahoney



SAVE THE DATE
-

42nd Madrona

MAYFAIR
-

May 12, 2018

Madrona News March 2018 2

   IN THIS ISSUE

1 Madrona Honors Good Neighbors 
Madrona celebrates Neighbor Day by recognizing 
kind acts toward neighbors and strangers.

1 Dixie the Doll Lady
Gifted Madrona craftswoman leaves legacy of edu-
cational dioramas depicting the lives and deeds of 
African American heroes and heroines.

8 Part 2: The Complete Stairways of Madrona
The South Loop - and a special map of all the stair-
ways for your own vertical adventure.

10 Financial Outlook
What can you expect in 2018?

11 The Swamp Lantern
Have you seen this beauty lurking in Madrona 
Woods?

11 Mutt Matchup
Cody, Lola and Rhubarb need your match-making 
skills this month.

13 Neighborhood News and Notes
Keep up-to-date on community activities and 
news.

14 Madrona Community Calendar
Come out and meet other Madrona residents at 
one of these local gatherings.



 3 Madrona News March 2018 

(Photo: Smallish Photo Studio)
February means midwinter break which means Madrona parents are looking for fun and engaging activities for the kids. These lucky ones get to partake in 
the pleasure of  artistic self-expression at the award-winning Arts Aloft studio at Spring and 33rd, just across the street from both Madrona Elementary and 
Madrona Playfield. We heard from teacher/owner, Betsy Erving, that they had some outdoor snow play planned this day in addition to their artistic endeav-
ors. www.ArtsAloftForKids.com



MADRONA’S PHOTOGRAPHER FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

Reserve your complimentary consultation at  
SmallishPhotoStudio.com or call 206-779-4656  

PHOTOGRAPHY FOR THE FAIRLY SMALL

Madrona News March 2018 4

Sojourner Truth, and Thurgood Marshall  She also featured athletes 
Muhammad Ali and 
Arthur Ashe, entertain-
ers Louis Armstrong, 
Nat King Cole, Natalie 
Cole, physician Charles 
Drew, religious lead-
ers like Bishop James 
Healey and Richard 
Allen (founder of the 
AME church in the 
1700's), and many 

others.
West, himself, moved onto 30th Ave. in the 1950's when his family 

moved from 
Jackson and 
12th where 
his father 
had a grocery 
store and a re-
tail coal busi-
ness. West 
has lived in his 
family house 
for most of 
his life, being 
absent for a 
time when he 
attended Se-
attle Univer-
sity and later 
was on the 
East Coast in 
the 1980's. 
Who has seen 
more changes 
in this neigh-
borhood than him?
We caught up with West last month at a celebration of Black Histo-

ry Month at the chapel at Evergreen Washelli Cemetery and Funeral 
Home in Northwest Seattle. Evergreen Washelli is the resting place of 
many loved ones from our neighborhood and has hosted a memorial 
and celebration for Black History Month for the last ten years.
The celebration included a display of some of LaCroix's dolls, a ser-

DOLLS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Calvin West in front of LaCroix's Mohammad Ali, James Healey, and Thurgood 
Marshall dolls on display at the Black History Month celebration at Evergreen 
Washelli.

Jesse Lee Marshall and Sheena Fuson put the finishing 
touches on waffle corn dogs filled with chicken and served 
on a stick with butter, syrup, and fresh berries. www.my-
sweetlilcakes.com



(Photos: Smallish Photo Studio
Dr. George Carver doll and dis-
play depicting an 1893 scene.
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Rev. Patrinell Wright leading the Total Experience Gospel Choir. The choir was 
founded in 1973.  The choir is a community choir—multi-racial, multi-genera-
tional, and multi-talented.  The choir has to its credits numerous awards and 7 
recordings. www.totalexperiencegospelchoir.org

vice with awards, local minis-
ters, musical performances, 
including the Total Experience 
Gospel Choir, and catered food 
by Sweet Lil' Cakes.
We think Aunt Dixie would be 

pleased. Perhaps she can see 
through the eyes of her dolls 
the light of inspiration they 
help ignite in Seattle children 
and adults alike. For informa-
tion on displaying the dolls, 
contact Calvin West JCmysav-
ior@msn.com •
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son between performers and the MCC for August summer concerts, 
and for most of those events he has been the “man at the mike” 
to explain MCC activities and seek volunteers. Bill additionally has 
led the charge to distribute MCC funds for important community proj-
ects. Through all this Bill has been a strong leader whose sense of 
humor and will to work on behalf of the community has never wa-
vered. He showed particular grace as president of the MCC during a 
time when his day job exerted more pressures, even as he was living 
with a major house remodel at the same time. The MCC thanks him 
warmly for his leadership over the years, though there may be those 
who question his dedication to the Patriots in Seahawks country. 
 

The Tyrone Love 
Unsung Hero 
Award
Named in honor of 

neighborhood activist Ty-
rone Love, this award is 
given to a Madrona resi-
dent for service to others 
in the larger community. 
Paul Gray is our recipient 
this year, and we thank 
him for the many ways 
he has served Madrona 
and its surrounding com-
munities over the years. 
Doing business on 34th 

at the Barber Lounge/
Lounging Barber for 18 
years, Paul Gray has wel-
comed so many to his 

place. He is much too cir-
cumspect to name the names of the famous people who visit Madrona 
for Paul’s skills, so suffice it to say they do come. And on occasion he 
has shared his skills at Leschi School, by providing haircuts to elemen-
tary school students there. On his own time and dime, Paul prepares 
meals for people in need of food.
Paul’s nomination came from someone who on a more personal 

note wrote: as my husband became increasingly disabled and could 
no longer travel to Paul 
Gray’s barber shop, Paul 
would come to our home 
to cut my husband’s hair. 
I later learned he does 
the same for other clients 
who are no longer able to 
visit the Lounging Barber. 

The Local Hero 
Award
The Local Hero award goes 

to Mike Stegman to honor 
acts of singular kindness 
and generosity. In his l7 
years waiting tables at St 
Clouds, Mike in many ways 
helped to create St. Cloud’s 
as a home for Madrona peo-
ple–a place where all could 

COMMUNITY AWARDS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 feel cared for. Mike knew his customers, and built community through 
all that he did at St. Clouds. In addition to great service as a waiter, Mike 
was an integral participant in the monthly homeless cooking sessions.
Perhaps people who never knew Mike by name will remember him as 

the tall waiter who not only took orders efficiently but also often walked St 
Cloud floors with a baby who had grown restless and bored while parents 
dined. The first of these babies are now in college but know of Mike’s 
calming influences from their parents; one of them recently introduced 
himself to Mike on a ferry.
Even if your table wasn’t within Mike’s area, he would watch out for 

you and others. And he made sure that everyone could have a good 
time. On one occasion, we witnessed him calming a pair of rowdy tod-
dlers whose parents had little success in reining them in. Just a few 
words from Mike sent the pair quietly back to their seats. This is only 
one of many examples of Mike’s extra care for guests at St. Cloud’s. 

The Madrona Resident for Life Award

The Tyrone Love Unsung Hero Award, Paul Gray

The Local Hero Award, Mike Stegman

The Madrona Resident for Life Award, Wayne Duncan CONTINUED →  
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The Madrona Resident for Life Award is bestowed on a long-time, 
active resident who has left Madrona but is much missed. This year 
the award goes to our friend Wayne Duncan.
During the years before and during the time when the City studied 

Madrona to develop practices that could balance the interests of pe-
destrians and street trees, Wayne spent many hours creating the Saf-
er Sidewalks Mature Trees agenda, researching city rules, reaching 
out to the community about SDOT’s plan to remove trees, studying 
alternative sidewalk construction, writing calm, thoughtful, and pro-
fessional statements to the City, and planning or attending city meet-
ings.  Wayne is super smart, patient, and simply loves this Madrona 
neighborhood, and with his work he made Madrona a better place.   

The Madrona 
Good Neighbor 
Award
The Madrona Good 

Neighbor Award: This 
award goes to an or-
ganization whose ac-
tivities particularly 
benefit Madrona. This 
year the award goes 
to St. Therese—both St 
Therese Catholic Acade-
my and the St. Therese 
Parish for the good work 
they have done in edu-
cating children and shar-
ing their gifts large and 
small. Writing for the 
Madrona News in Jan 
2018, current principal 

Matt DeBoer (who accept-
ed the award) reminded 

us that St. Therese sisters knocked on African American doors so that 
by the 1950s they had succeeded in creating an intentionally inte-
grated school where faith and family were driving forces. The parish 
continues to draw on diversity through the year, welcoming everyone 
to their chapel. And the Madrona Community Council thanks both 
the School and the Parish for kindly sharing their facilities for recent 
wine-tasting fund raisers to benefit the Madrona community. 

 

Madrona School 
Awards
Happily, Madrona School 

which hosts the Neigh-
bor Awards event in their 
school library also provides 
awards to special people in 
their community.  Receiv-
ing the following awards 
this year are:
 The Kaaren Andrews 

and Mary Bass Award 
is given to a person who 
goes above and beyond 
the call of duty linking the 
community and the school. 
This year the award goes to 
Sarah Kent.

The Madrona Good Neighbor Award, St. 
Therese Catholic Academy and Parish.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12



Part 2—The South Loop
By Kevin Lundeen, 34th Ave.

Here we continue to explore the public stairways of Madrona and 
its surrounds. Last month we showed you the North Loop and this 

month we finish the series with a route to the south. We'll get all the 
steps in Madrona and quite a few in Leschi and stroll through all our 
little parks along the way. Take the pa-
per with you as you explore our great 
spot above the lake. 

South Stairway Route
Madrona and Leschi
5 miles, 25+ stairways, 1,381 stair steps
www.strava.com/activities/1412244081
Start at Smallish Photo Studio on 

34th Ave. Head south on 34th to the 
corner of Spring. Ignore the steps in 
Madrona Playfield park—we'll get to 
those at the end. Head down the hill 
east on Spring. When you get to St. 
Therese's playground, cut on through 
and take in the 20 steps here leading 
out onto 35th and cut back to Spring 
and continue your descent toward the 
lake. You'll find 88 stair steps before 
you get to 37th. Across 37th is the 
completely wild (and without paths or 
stairs) Madrona Ravine. Turn right and head south on 37th. There are 
some great "tree-house" houses along the ravine to your left. 
When you get to Marion, head back up the hill via the steps on your 

right (to your left down Marion is Madrona Woods which we covered 
last month). Go up the Marion Street steps, 63 in the first flight and 
39 in the second, then cross 36th up 19 steps to the elevated west-
side walkway and turn left along the high sidewalk (we'll catch Marion 

above us in a few minutes). 
Walk along the sidewalk a 
hundred yards or so until you 
see some steps going down to 
the street. We'd have thought 
these a part of the steps to 
the house above, but they're 
on the SDOT map, so we feel 
obligated to cover them. Go 
down the 18 steps and then 
hang a right and ascend the 
rest of the way up Columbia 
(71 steps). 
At 35th go right (north) back 

toward Marion. About half-
way down the block head 
right into a brick-paved alley 
which will provide some nice 
views across the neighbors 
yards and after a dogleg will 
dump you out at the top of 
the Marion stairs that we ha-
ven't done yet. Descend them 
(62 steps) and take the ramp 

down and cross the street. Head south again on 36th, but this time on 
the regular sidewalk on the east side of the street. Turn left at Colum-
bia and go down 61 steps to 37th. Continue on Columbia down the 
cleated sidewalk to the Peace Garden on your left. Take a moment to 
pop in and contemplate this pretty garden. (Anyone know the story 
about this place?)
Exit the garden and cross the street and walk south on Randolph, 

round left onto Norwood, then right onto 38th. It's easy to get con-

fused on these crisscross streets! 38th has a Dead End sign, but that 
doesn't apply to us pedestrians. At the end of 38th's cul-de-sac is a 
walkway for James St and we descend 16 steps to Wellington. Go left 
on Wellington (north) and continue across Fullerton onto 39th. Half 
way down the block is a path leading to the Wellington steps which 
take us down a curving 42 steps to finally get to Madrona Beach. 
We've gone over a mile to get down the hill.

The Complete Stairways of Madrona

Photo: K. Lundeen
Backyard bull off Arlington Place. You never know what creatures you might meet as you sally forth on the stairs.
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Photo: Joe Mabel
The landmark Ogden House on Cherry St. The house was designed by 
Joseph Cote for Seattle surgeon Dr. Alfred Raymond in 1912.

So, let's head back up. Lots of maps show another set of stairs up to 
Wellington on this same block, but we think these are gone now with 
new houses taking their place. Some remnants only go up to some 
back yard terraces. So follow south a bit farther along Lake Washing-
ton Boulevard until you get to the James St. steps. Ascend these 90 
steps up to Wellington and take a left. Wellington meanders around 
up to Randolph at which point you'll see the second-longest stairway 
in Madrona (remember number one on 38th from last month?). Go up 
the 125 steps which connect to a higher bit of Randolph and the end 
of 37th. Fork to the left to continue up 37th.
Once you get to Cherry, go through the "sylvan doorway" to go up 

Cherry. At 36th, you may want to take a quick detour to take in the 
fabulous landmarked Ogden house along Cherry between 36th and 
35th (www.historylink.org/File/3248). We continue our journey 
southbound along 36th. In a few blocks we arrive at Leschi Natural 
Area. Cherry is typically seen as the Madrona boundary, so now we'll 
be spending time on some of the Leschi neighborhood stairways. To 
get to all the Leschi stairways would be yet another long, long walk, 
but we'll see quite a few on our jaunt. Walk out to the farthest point of 
LNA and you'll go down (and up) 27 steps. Take note of the beautiful 
mosaic on the top landing. Head down the Terrace Street stairs (99 
steps). At Randolph, go right and at the end of the street there are 75 
steps to take you down to Alder, the main route into Leschi from the 
east. Turn right on Alder. The little alcove neighborhood down Spruce 
and Euclid is worth exploring, but today we stay on Alder. You'll notice 
off to the right some steps going up from the end of 35th and 34th but 
both of these just lead to private houses.

Alder becomes Lake Dell and soon after it does you'll see some 
up-bound steps across the street which will take you up 65 steps to 
Spruce Street, Leschi Elementary, and Peppi's Playground. Enter the 
playground and head up to the top of the little knoll above Peppi's. 
There are 37 steps spread out throughout the knoll. There are some 
nice brick benches at the top and you might spy some bits of nature 
play left by kids sprinkled in the woods there.
Exit through the playground, across the spray pool, and turn left onto 

32nd. Proceed to Washington and turn right. At the end you'll ascend 
91 steps to 31st. Turn left on 31st and walk past Jackson staying on 
the far east side of the street to round the big bulwark retaining wall 
at King. Cross 31st and proceed up the King St. steps alongside the 
retaining wall (66 steps).
The Central Area Senior Center is on your left and at the corner take 

a look north on 30th to see another landmarked home, the Judge 
Ronald House.
We continue west on King. There are usually some great vintage 

cars parked on this block, including a bright red '64 Galaxy 500. Go 

past aptly-named Small Place and 
go down the 54 steps to 29th. Con-
tinue on to 28th and take a right. 
At the corner of Jackson, note the 
family tree mural on the old conve-
nience store here, across the street 
is Seattle Girls School, and kitty cor-
ner is Flo Ware park. Head on into the park. Take some time to read 
about Ms. Ware and try out some of her quotes shown along the path. 
There used to be a "third wave" coffee shop right here, called Doro-
thea, but it closed last May with promises to reopen in a larger space.
Exit Flo Ware park through the basketball court and move down to 

28th and Main and go left on Main. At the end of Main there is a tiny 
set of steps (7 steps) down to MLK Jr. Way. Head right on MLK and 
we'll start our way back to Madrona.
At Yesler turn right; at 28th go left and continue until you dead end 

into Powell Barnett Park. You have to go down one set of stairs (27 
steps) and re-ascend the others (33 steps). Then turn back into the 
park along the top of the slope and make your way to the far corner at 
Jefferson and MLK. There are some interesting interpretive signs about 

Powell Barnett worth reading 
along the way. Continue north 
on MLK. You can take a peek 
into the Hawkins Pea Patch on 
the right and then cross over 
MLK to little Gerber Park, be-
tween MLK and Temple Pl. 
There are some great poles 
of art here and a pretty spot 
to picnic if you don't mind a 
little traffic along MLK. Get 
some food from one of the 
many restaurants at this cor-
ner—Fat's Chicken and Waffle, 
Lotus Thai place across the 
street, or one of several Ethi-

opian places: Zagol, across the street, Café Selam west on Cherry or 
Agelegle to the east. And there's also food in King's Deli on the corner.
Don't tarry too long, though. We have a few more stairs and a few 

more parks to visit before we get home. Continue north on MLK to 
Columbia, go right and at the corner of 29th you'll see Nora's Woods 
Park. The MCC has contributed to some of the improvements done by a 
group of neighborhood volunteers on this legacy park. There's an inter-
pretive sign about Nora Wood in the park that gives a bit of the history. 
We believe that Nora was also involved in the inception of the Madrona 
News 300 issues and over 40 years ago. Amble around this little wood 
and see if you can find all 40 stair steps along its paths. Exit on 29th 
heading south.
Go over to Cherry and turn left, past another fine eating spot, Golden 

Wheat Bakery. At 31st, we arrive at Madrona's only stairway with a cen-
ter railing. Ascend it (29 steps) to little Arlington Place and take a peek 
at the neighbor's steel bull in their backyard here. Now just turn around 
and go half way back down the 31st Avenue steps to the high sidewalk 
above Cherry. Take a left along this adorable but rarely used path. At 
the end there are 2 steps down to 32nd. Proceed up Cherry, turn left 
at Cambium Landscape Architects and proceed down 34th to Madrona 
Playfield. Enter up the steps mid-block between Marion and Spring and 
wander around the park to find all 26 steps. 
There's one final bunch of stairs before you stop for 

your cupcake. Wander up (west) on Spring along the 
business side of the street and encounter the last 14 
public stair steps of Madrona. Congratulations, you've 
stepped them all! Our two loops together traversed 
2,579 stair steps in Madrona and the surrounding com-
munities over the course of about 12 miles. •

Photo: K. Lundeen
Family tree on 28th Ave. store.
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Financial Outlook
for 2018

By Reed Terry, Edward Jones Advisors, Spring St.

By most measures, 2017 was a pretty good year for investors. But 
what can you expect in 2018? It’s difficult to precisely predict the 

immediate future of the financial markets.
However, many signs point to improved global economic growth 

and rising corporate earnings – both of which are important drivers 
of stock prices. In the United States, economic growth may be more 
modest than in other regions, which could result in international 
stocks outperforming domestic ones. Here’s another consideration: 
Low interest rates typically benefit the financial markets – and un-
less inflation jumps sharply, the Federal Reserve will probably re-
main patient, only raising short-term rates slowly throughout 2018.
Despite these positive signs, there’s also reason for caution. Po-

litical uncertainty and changes in economic policies may lead to in-
creased market volatility. Another factor is the long-term history of 
the stock market, which includes a drop of 10% or more –technically 
called a “correction” – about once a year. We’ve gone two years 
since the last correction, so it would not be surprising if we saw one 
in 2018.
Given this outlook – which could be classified as “moderately op-

timistic” – what investment moves should you consider this year? 
Here are a few suggestions:
• Rebalance your portfolio – The market;s gains may have in-

creased the value of your stocks so much that they now 
represent a greater percentage of your portfolio than you 
had intended – and you may not be comfortable with this in-

creased presence. So, you may want to rebalance your portfolio 
to achieve a suitable mix of stocks and bonds, based on your 
goals, risk tolerance and time horizon. As part of this rebalanc-
ing, and in an effort to help reduce the impact of market vola-
tility, you may need to add investment-grade bonds and cash 
investments. (Of course, bonds carry some risks, too, including 
interest rate risk and credit risk.) The availability of cash will 
also make it easier for you to purchase stocks during a market 
downturn, when prices may be lower.

• Look beyond U.S. borders – You may want to consider adding 
some international equity investments to your portfolio, if ap-
propriate. As mentioned above, these stocks may do better 
than U.S. stocks in 2018, but regardless of performance, the 
presence of global stocks can help diversify your portfolio – and 
diversification can help decrease your overall risk level. (Howev-
er, diversification can’t guarantee profits or protect against all 
losses.) Keep in mind that international investing carries some 
inherent risks, such as those related to currency fluctuations 
and foreign political and economic events.

• Be aware of “big” versus “little” – If you don’t own many stocks 
of smaller companies, you might consider adding them to your 
portfolio. Smaller U.S. stocks have traditionally outperformed 
larger ones and may benefit from stronger economic growth 
and lower corporate tax rates. Be aware, though that small 
company stocks tend to be more volatile than those of larger 
companies. And, as with all stock investments, you may risk 
losing some or all of your principal.

You may want to consult with a financial professional to determine 
which of these moves, or any others, are right for you. You can’t control 
the external factors affecting the financial markets, but you can take 
total charge of your own investment decisions – and in the long run, 
these decisions can help determine your success as an investor.•
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Swamp Lantern
By Judith Starbuck

One of the earliest and most dramatic of the plants heralding spring 
in Madrona Woods is Lysichiton americanum, aka skunk cabbage 

or swamp lantern. Its bright green leaves cradle a club (covered by 
tiny flowers) hooded by a large bright yellow bract. This jack-in-the-
pulpit lookalike pushes up around the edges of swampy areas and 
streams as early as February and March. This is when you may find 
out where it got its name as you walk along the main trail if the wind is 
blowing from the marshy areas below. There are significant numbers 
of these florescent swamp lanterns on the wet open hillside above the 
trail leading down to the southeast entrance to the Woods. There are 
also some in Devil’s Ditch and in the pond-like area west of the Spring 
Street entrance. 
But the swamp lantern is also a plant for all seasons. Its tough, shiny 

leaves grow larger and larger over the 
summer, sometimes reaching four and 
a half feet long and two feet wide by 
fall. The natives of the area used this 
“Indian wax paper” to line berry bas-
kets, berry drying racks and steaming 
pits. We just marvel. 
To find out about when work parties 

will be held and to sign up ahead, go to 
cedar.greencitypartnerships.org and 
click on CEDAR. Put in Green Seattle 
Partnership and select Madrona Park. 
Indicate that you’ll be attending. Visit 
our website www.madronawoods.org 
or Facebook for more information. •
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COMMUNITY AWARDS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

The Go Panthers Award is given to a person who goes above and 
beyond to support the school community. This year the winner is Kha-
ren Nakauye.

The Staff Award goes to an outstanding staff member, and 
in 2018 the person chosen for this award is Tammy Alexander. 

The K-2 Student of the Year is Maya Frank. 

The Grade 3-5 Student of the Year is Sethitee Tarr (not pictured).

Congratulations to all these great neighbors and students who help 
make Madrona a wonderful place to live and work. •
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Neighborhood News and Notes
Goodbye John Darrah 
Judith Starbuck

Friends of Madrona Woods will 
greatly miss long-time volunteer 
John Darrah, who died suddenly 
in January. John, who was instru-
mental in starting the restoration 
effort in 1997, could be counted 
on until very recently to be there 
at the work parties and to answer 
calls for help, whether it be to 
build a fence around the waterfront natural area, repair a stream, 
or help clear a fallen tree from a trail. And he had a tender side—he 
found and protected a hummingbird nest when clearing was being 
done for the Devil’s Ditch trail rerouting in 2000. 

Neighborhood Cooking Update
 Libby Sinclair

Many people know about the homeless cooking that happens 
monthly at St Clouds restaurant. For many years St. Clouds has also 
prepared meals for homeless families outside the restaurant with the 
support of the Neighborhood Cooking Foundation. As a group we have 
enjoyed preparing meals and getting to meet many of the people we 
serve. In March we move our base of operations to the kitchen at 
Madrona Grace Church right here in our neighborhood. The church 
has a long history of supporting social justice causes and currently 
the church welcomes rehearsals of the Singing in the Rain choir (lots 
of neighbors and neighborhood kids are in it), the Liberation Church, 
Kadima School, Julia's Place and many other things. So, in addition to 

the good work St Clouds restaurant does with its monthly cooking day 
at the restaurant, we will be using the Madrona Grace facility monthly 
or more to prepare meals for 100-150 homeless folks- families, teens 
and other people in local shelters. As always, the Neighborhood Cook-
ing Foundation will generously provide the protein of choice for each 
meal as well as other necessary items. We are looking very forward to 
beginning a new phase of our work with St Clouds and appreciate the 
warm welcome from Pastor Mark and the Madrona Grace Community.

Seattle City Light
Peter Martin, fodaayoh@msn.com

Seattle City Light is in the process of replacing its existing analogue 
power meters with new devices known as "smart meters".  This change 
is set to arrive soon in Madrona; they are scheduling installations in 
the 98122 zip code starting April and continuing through June/July. 
The city will send a letter to each residence six weeks prior to sched-
uled install, a card two weeks prior, and a phone call 2-3 days prior. 
A residence does have the option to "opt-out". City Light’s information 
page on this is: www.seattle.gov/light/ami/opt-out.asp. At this time, 
they are planning to charge fees for opting out, but none for installing a 
smart meter. There is an online treasure trove of info on smart meters 
from non-industry sources. A growing number of experts are calling 
the meters hazardous to health and a violation of fourth amendment 
privacy rights. A popular documentary on this is titled Take Back Your 
Power. It is comprehensive and informative and available on Youtube. 
Some noteworthy links: stopsmartmeters.org/why-stop-smart-me-
ters. For a downloadable list of North American opt-out fees, halted 
smart meter programs  by city,  go to: www.stopsmartmetersbc.com/
metersgrid/smart-meter-opt-out-options-and-fees and takebackyour-
power.net/the-end-of-smart-meters-in-port-angeles-washington. •
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Madrona CoMMunity Calendar
Please send your calendar items to madronanewscalendar@gmail.com for inclusion in the newsletter and the website at madrona.us. 

RECURRING WEEKLY EVENTS
WED & FRI  7:45-8:15am and 8:30-9:00am Meditation.  Guided silent meditation led by Pieter Drummond. Epiphany Chapel, 

pieter@stonegroundmeditation.com.

 THURSDAYS 
10:00am-12:00pm – All Threads Together. Join for conversation and knitting, crocheting, needlepoint, etc. 
Epiphany Christie House Library, Trish Stone, twallistone@yahoo.com.  

11:00am – Family Story Time. Bring your preschooler and toddlers to enjoy stories, rhymes, and songs with our children’s librarian.  
Madrona Sally Goldmark Library. 1134 33rd Ave. 684-4705 

7:30pm –  ALANON Meeting. Epiphany Great Hall, 1805 38th Ave., 324-2573

 SATURDAYS  2:00-4:00pm – Free Wine Tasting at Madrona Wine Merchants. 1127 34th Ave. For more information, consult 
www.MadronaWineMerchants.com. 

 SUNDAYS 11:00am-5:00pm – Sunday Sippers Wine Tasting at Madrona Wine Merchants. 1127 34th Ave. For more information, consult 
www.MadronaWineMerchants.com. 

 WEEKENDS  9:00am-5:00pm – Donate Used Goods. Northwest Center Big Blue Truck. Grocery Outlet parking lot. www.bigbluetruck.org.

March 2, 6:00pm – Family Movie Night. Kid-friendly movie and good food for purchase from Chicago West.  For details about the movie call 

206-257-5465. Doors open at 6:00pm, movie starts at 6:30pm. Suggested donation $5 per person or $10 per family. MLK FAME Community 

Center, 3201 E Republican St.

March 3, 9:00am – Leschi Natural Area Work Party. Work party. Tools provided. Lunch provided. 36th Ave. and Terrace St.

March 6 7:15pm – Madrona Community Council Meeting. Everyone to share updates on neighborhood activities and issues. Madrona Play-

field Shelterhouse (34th Ave. between Spring & Marion). Contact Sharon Safarik, Pres4MCC@gmail.com. 

March 7, 7:00pm – Leschi Community Council Meeting. 500 30th Ave. South. 

March 8 7:00pm – Central Area Neighborhood District Council Meeting. 500 30th Ave. South. 

March 8, 8:30-9:45am – Madrona Elementary School Tour. Learn more about your friendly neighborhood arts-infused elementary school at 

our School Tour for prospective families.  Madrona Elementary is at 1121 33rd Ave.

March 9, 5:30-8:30pm – Supper & Music at The Central. Casual dinner and music. Free! Central Area Senior Center. 500 30th Ave. S.  

March 11, 6:15pm –  Grammy Nominee Paul Galbraith, Classical Guitar. Internationally renowned as a brilliant innovator of the classical 

guitar, Paul Galbraith returns to Seattle to perform an extraordinary concert. For reservations, contact organscholar@epiphanyseattle.org.

March 13, 8:00am – Madrona Parents Coffee. Coffee and conversation with Madrona Elementary PTSA.  Everyone is welcome to this gather-

ing to talk about Madrona Elementary, education issues in general, and meet and greet. Hi Spot Café at 1410 34th Avenue. 

March 21, 9:00am–1:00pm – Homeless Cooking Project. Bring a knife and a cutting board. Donations of fresh food (no protein) and money 

always welcome. St. Clouds Restaurant. neighborhoodcooking@gmail.com.

March 24-25, Easter Event for Kids at Smallish Photo Studio.  Hippity Hop on over to Smallish and join Madrona's new "Kids" Rock Paper 

Scissors and Two Owls Clothing and Toy Store for a Limited Edition photo event. Includes hair-styling by Kids RPS and everyone goes home 

with a snuggly bunny–a stuffed one, of course! For kids 12 and under. Space is limited. To reserve your spot, visit SmallishPhotoStudio.com or 

call 206-779-4656. Smallish is located at 1113A 34th Ave. 

May 12, Mayfair 42! Save the date for Madrona's annual Mayfair Block Party. Interested in volunteering? Contact volunteer coordinator Rob 

Ward at mmayfairvolunteer@gmail.com.
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