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From Madrona to the Entertainment 
Business
Every school day brings lots of hustle and bustle 
to the corner of 34th and Union.  Directing some 
of that activity is Gordon Curvey in his cross-
ing-guard garb, but there is much more to Gordon 
than his uniform.  For starters, he was born and 
raised in Madrona.  In a recent interview Gordon 
had much to say about Madrona changes he has 
seen over the years, and much more to say about 
how a Madrona boy developed his focus on music 
and on helping children.

Gordon’s childhood dream was to be in the 
entertainment business.  After watching his favorite 

show Soul Train or 
listening to radio 
music, Gordon 
recalls sitting in his 
Madrona window, 
pretending he was 
a disc jockey with 
a microphone.  
Fortunately, Gor-

don had a deep voice good for radio, and as he 
matured he enrolled in the Ron Bailey School of 

A Life Devoted to Dance
Seattle’s May world premiere of A Rap on Race 
(presented by Spectrum Dance Theater in associ-
ation with the Seattle Repertory Theatre) brought 
many accolades to director/choreographer Donald 
Byrd and the 11 members of Spectrum’s Dance 
Company.  Counted among the latter is Madrona 
dancer Jaclyn Wheatley. 
Jaclyn’s journey to Madrona began where most 
dancers begin: practice, 
practice, practice.  At the 
age of seven, Jaclyn knew 
she wanted to dance, and 
was so committed by her 
teen years that she gave 
up many other athletic 
interests to attend Senti-
nel High School in West 
Vancouver, B.C.  Sentinel 
offered a specialized 
academic program for elite 
athletes, which enabled students like Jaclyn to 
pursue athletic training after 1:00pm each day. For 
five years, Jaclyn devoted every weekday after-

(continued on page 5)

(continued on pages 2-3)

Gordon Interviews Oprah Winfrey

Broadcasting.  When that entity folded, Gordon did “normal teen-
age things” working for various employers, one of which was Se-
attle Public Schools because Gordon liked to work with children. 
Gordon said a different light bulb went off when he was listening 
to Nes Rodriguez’s  KFOX radio show—the one that helped bring 
rap music to Seattle.  Gordon’s idea was to put together a hip-hop 
and R&B music show, a concept he presented to Summit Cable 
Vision.  Gordon quickly learned how to edit, and he contacted Nes 
Rodriguez who with Sir Mix-A–Lot established NastyMix Records.  
That record company provided videos of artists that Gordon 
put together to air his very first show on Dec. 20, 1990.  His first 
national guest was rap artist MC Lyte followed by others including 
Sir Mix-a-Lot himself.  His last request of all interviewees was and 
is:  Speak to the kids about staying in school, away from drugs, or 
any other message for kids.

Photo by Nate Waters         
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Leschi Lakecenter and Yacht Basin
Moorage, offices, shops and restaurants where Lake Washington Blvd. meets Lakeside Ave. - www.leschi-lakecenter.com

For moorage information, 
contact Leschi Yacht Basin at 
206.328.6777 x102, or email 
marina@leavittcap.com

Office and retail space available! 
For leasing information, contact 
Jim Edris at 206.838.2080 or 
email jim@leavittcap.com

Leschi Lakecenter is a Leavitt 
Capital Companies development. 
www.leavittcap.com

BluWater Bistro  -  Crossfit 206  -  Daniel’s Broiler  -  Fido & Scratch Pet Store  -  Leschi Market and Wine Store  
Marshall’s Cleaners  -  Pert’s Deli  -  Sabai Ruby Asian Dining  -  Sol Yoga Studio  -  Starbucks

Entertainment Business                                                                                                                       (from prior page)
Word spread about Gordon’s show, and by 1993 he had a new show on KTZZ that aired late at night, stay-
ing in the 12:30am slot for four years.  The show attracted well-known guests, and big labels like Atlantic 
starting sending videos. Gordon was thrilled to fly to Los Angeles to interview Stevie Wonder, and he also 
had the chance to interview the great James Brown, local boy-made-good Quincy Jones, and many oth-
ers.  His biggest coup was an interview with Oprah Winfrey during her 2005 Seattle visit.  Winfrey had over 
1,000 interview requests, but she chose Gordon because of his message to kids to stay in school and away 
from drugs.  Gordon said “it was unbelievable the time and interest Oprah gave me.”  Later, Evening Magazine 
did a story about the Oprah interview, followed by both a Seattle Times and Seattle PI article about how 
Gordon landed that interview.
By 2010 Gordon had started Music Inner City on Demand to broadcast from Bellingham to Chehalis/
Centralia—today one can now watch 24/7 all the way down to California.  From the very first the show 
has mixed music and sports, and for almost two decades Gordon covered the Sonics.  In that capacity he 
interviewed many players, including Shaquille O’Neal, Gary Payton, Shawn Kemp, and Michael Jordon. 
Gordon also continued to work with kids at teen and community centers, and because of his reach in the 
entertainment world Gordon has been able to bring celebrities like Public Enemy, Raven Symone, Akon, 
and others to local community centers.   Gordon also arranged Raven Symone’s visit to Madrona K-8 
School. Gordon’s website musicinnercity.com enjoys 2,000-8,000 hits a day from around the world.  
Over the years, Gordon has won many awards, including Mayor Nichols 2006 award for work with the hip-
hop community.  He has been an activist, twice at KUBE 93 when he led protests due to under representa-
tion of African American disc jockeys and artists.  His interest in sports led to www.sportsinnercity.com 
that produces web and podcast interviews with African Americans and other people of color in the sports world.  

(continued on next page)
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Madrona Garage Sale is Set for June 18
The Madrona Neighborhood Garage Sale, hosted 
by the Madrona Community Council (MCC), is set 
this year for June 18.  Last year’s sale attracted 20+ 
participants, bringing many shoppers into the 
neighborhood.

If you’d like to host a garage/yard sale at your place 
and list it on the official garage sale map, please 
contact garagesalemadrona@gmail.com no later 
than noon on June 12.  Include your name, address, 
the time you will be hosting your sale, and a brief 
description of the things you plan to sell.  Partici-
pants who want their sale listed on the community 
map and description list are also asked to provide 
a $25 donation to the MCC via Paypal found on the 
MCC website at www.madrona.us (look for Paypal 
donate icon in the middle of the page).  It is really 
important to send your confirmation information to 
garagesalemadrona@gmail.com after you pay since 
the treasurer receives the Paypal notification but 
someone else manages the garage sale list. Since 
we’re all volunteers, we need your help to keep 
this organized.  A map and description list will be 
emailed to participants by June 15.  

If you are interested in shopping the garage sales, 
the map and garage sale descriptions also will be 
made available to the general public on June 16 on-
line at Craigslist, Madrona Moms, and Nextdoor.   In 
addition, a paper copy of the map and descriptions 
will be available at Verite (located at the corner of 
34th Avenue and East Spring Street) on June 17 and 18. 

Entertainment Business             (from prior page)
Very recently Comcast invited Gordon to be part
of the Red Carpet Team at the American Music 

Awards.  That show drew a big Xfinity-Comcast 
audience, leading to an expanded music show on 
Comcast-Xfinity on-Demand. Recently a big 25th 
birthday party was held to celebrate Gordon and 
the anniversary of  Music Inner City TV.  To his credit, 
Gordon kept his program on the air even after a fire 
destroyed his home and a rare form of pneumonia 
caused his to lose a lung. Despite his successes, Gor-
don asserts that he still does not have the sponsor-
ships and investments needed to grow his business.  
In the past two years, Gordon has worked as a school 
crossing guard because he likes to interact with the 
children from Madrona PK-8 and St. Therese.  He 
notes that the children and their parents are nice, 
and many neighbors are friendly. Although his moth-
er--Lorraine B. Harris—has lived in the same Madro-
na house since 1956, they both have witnessed a 
hollowing out of the African American presence in 
Madrona. In his growing-up years, Gordon says the 
streets were full of young African Americans with as 
many as 300 kids waiting to play basketball at local 
courts in summer.  In what he describes as now an 
almost exclusively white neighborhood, Gordon sees 
changes with people in too much of a hurry to say 
“hello” to others as well as subtle forms of racism.  
He laments that many newcomers now have few 
contacts with African Americans, but fears that rising 
rents and housing prices will further discourage the 
diversity that once characterized Madrona. 

A special 25th Music Inner City TV show soon will 
air on Comcast Xfinity on Demand.  To find that or 
Sports Inner City TV, go to Comcast-Xfinity On-De-
mand/Washington State-Oregon-California. Go to 

“get local” and then “inner city tv.” You can contact 
Gordon directly at 445-3989 or gcurvey@yahoo.com.  
And before and after school, you can find him at 
the corner of 34th and Union, making sure the 
young ones cross safely for school. 

Gordon Interviews Seahawks head coach Pete Carroll

Estate Planning, Probate, and Guardianships 

Erin M. Fairley, Attorney 

e-mail:       EFairley@advocateslg.com 
office:       (206) 535-7929    cell:    (206) 353-4625 
address:    121 Lakeside Avenue, Suite 108 
   Seattle, WA 98122 

advocateslg.com 

Advocates Law Group, PLLC 
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Mayfair Mutt Matchup
By Didi Burpee, 34th Ave.

Everyone came out for Mayfair, including these 
adorable pups and their people.  We asked them: 
what does the pup looking forward to doing this 
summer? For answers, see page 11.
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Neighborhood News and Notes
Good news, neighbors.  The Carolyn Downs 
plaque component of the Madrona Rings project 
was not only found, but has now been reinstalled 
near its original location on 34th Ave, near Pike.  
Many thanks to all who made this happen.
The PTSA for Madrona PK-8 School raised $8,500 
from more than 70 auction items at their May 14 
silent auction.  They appreciate the school com-
munity and neighbors who came out to bid on 
items to raise money for the school.  Funds raised 
will be used for activities like the school day fruit 
and vegetable snack program for children, a full-
time school nurse, and other building and opera-
tional needs.
It’s not too early to organize your block’s Neigh-
borhood Night Out get together for August 2. 
Sponsored by the Seattle Police Dept. as part of 
a nationwide event to strengthen relationships 
in neighborhoods, raise crime prevention aware-
ness, and continue relationships with public 
safety, neighbors organize any number of activi-
ties including pot luck suppers, games, Fire Dept. 
truck visits, and the like.  Later in the summer 
[2016 registration is not open at present] you can 
register your event with the SDP at www.seattle.
gov/police/Nightout/, and at that time gain per-
mission to block off traffic for your gathering. 
We are still looking for volunteers for two import-
ant tasks.  One is to tend to the circular garden on 
the SW corner of Spring and 34th.  Another is to 
manage advertisements for the Madrona News. 
This is our last issue until Sept. 2016, so we really 
need a new advertising manager to launch that 
issue.  For additional information or to volunteer 
for either position, contact madronanews@gmail.com.
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noon to learning and practicing classical ballet, 
jazz, contemporary, modern, tap, and hip hop 
dance.  A 2009 summer intensive with the Alvin 
Ailey School in New York City--one of the most 
prestigious dance training programs in the U.S.--
paved the way for Jaclyn to pre-professional train-
ing with that organization.  The following year she 
was a featured dancer in the closing ceremony’s 
“Made in Canada” section at the Vancouver Win-
ter Olympics, and she used that gap year to train, 
compete, audition, and apply for university pro-
grams.  Happily, Jaclyn applied for and received 
a scholarship from the collaborative Bachelor of 
Fine Arts program offered by the Ailey School and 
Fordham--a Jesuit university with a campus in 
mid-town Manhattan.  

Having journeyed from the West Coast, Jaclyn’s 
transition to university in New York City was 
significant.  Close ties between Ailey’s profession-
al company dancers and students meant that 
the latter could learn from professionals how to 
balance their  NYC life and touring schedules, 
both on and off stage. Jaclyn’s work in the physi-
cal therapy clinic at Ailey further exposed her to 
dance professionals who generously shared their 
insights.  One of her best experiences took place 
in her junior year when she and her closest friend 
were selected to perform a solo choreographed 
by Alvin Ailey. The two aspiring dancers worked 
with Sylvia Waters and Elizabeth Roxas—and 
were professionally coached by individuals who 
enjoyed illustrious careers in dance.  Jaclyn felt 
honored to be chosen for the solo, and it was a 
defining moment for her to realize that her hard 
work and talent was being recognized. Jaclyn said 
to herself “okay, I can do this, there is a possibility 
that professional dancing can happen for me.”  

After she graduated from college, Jaclyn spent 
a summer in NYC in internships, which includ-
ed touring and performing throughout the East 
Coast and Midwest.  During that time, a college 
mentor mentioned that Donald Byrd was holding 
NYC auditions for his Seattle-based company. The 
happy ending is that Byrd invited Jaclyn to join 
Spectrum Dance Theater immediately.  In her first 
full year with Spectrum, the company performed 

in a wide range of mediums including contem-
porary ballet, jazz with spoken word and social 
justice text incorporated with the music, then in 
Carousel, and in the opera Carmina Burana. This is 
Jaclyn’s second full season with Spectrum. 

Jaclyn describes herself as a muscular and 
athletic dancer. She loves to turn and jump and 
she’s versatile with a lot of power in her body 
that physically translates into whatever piece she 
is performing.  Jaclyn is also very committed to 
perseverance and hard work.  These are qualities 
essential for Spectrum dancers who work from 
10:00am to 4:30pm five days a week, with classes 
in the mornings and rehearsals in the afternoons. 
In addition, Jaclyn teaches dance classes at Ballet 
Bellevue and is on the Jazz faculty at the School at 
Spectrum.  Judging by the numbers of youngsters 
practicing and preparing to dance on any week-
day afternoon, the Spectrum classes are not only 
popular but successful.   Jaclyn’s students range 
from eight-years-old to high school teens, and 
among them she has identified a few like her who 
have a passion for dance.  But she acknowledges 
that though she started on her professional dance 
path at an early age, everyone’s journey and expe-
rience through dance is personal and unique.  

Jaclyn is delighted to be back on the West Coast, 
particularly because she has easy access to family 
in Vancouver.  She enjoys being surrounded by 
forest in her Madrona home where it is peaceful 
and quiet to live among friendly and “down to 
earth” folks.  And from Madrona, she can still tap 
into the energy of the city.  Jaclyn finds joy in 
visiting the lake each morning before she begins 
doing what she loves most of all: dancing.

Devoted to Dance                                  (from page one)
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Mayfair 40 in Words and Pictures

Madrona’s 40th Mayfair celebration combined many elements of 
Mayfairs past—fire trucks, bouncy houses, gymnastics, balloons, 
face painting, Pots for Tots, food galore, and much, much more.  
And the weather also replicated all previous years—ranging during 
the morning from sunshine, to clouds, to drizzle, and finally to a 
light rain on the concluding Recess Monkeys concert.  But the per-
formers were game and so was the crowd of dancing, albeit wet, 
children.  

A wonderful addition to Mayfair this year was Blue Thunder whose per-
cussion wizards followed the fire truck at the head of the parade.  Behind 
them was acrobatic troupe  SANCA (right) who filled in when Deano the 
Clown bailed on us, and filling up the streets for two full blocks were exu-
berant bike, trike, and stroller riders as well as assorted parents, grandpar-
ents, friends, and dogs traveling south to the Playfield.  A long-time neigh-
bor who first witnessed the parade some 35 years ago recalled that then 
the parade was a tiny gathering of 10-12 kids, compared to the hundreds 
in the Mayfair 40 parade.

Blue Thunder’s rousing Shelterhouse show at the Playfield had many a child  jumping and dancing with joy.  
Others quickly abandoned their conveyances to cue up for other attractions, including the ever-popular 
pony rides, face painting, and helium balloons.   

Fire Fighters at the Ready 

SANCA Acrobatic Group 

The Parade Begins 
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Mayfair 40 in Words and Picture
On the tennis court, the Madrona PK-8 silent auction presented numerous attractive items.  They were joined 
on the courts by bouncy houses, gymnastics, and balloon tying.  

New for this year was a very professional photo booth sponsored by Rock 
Paper Scissors, and an extremely popular cotton candy booth sponsored 
by Madrona Grace Presbyterian Church. 

Pony Rides  Reptile Man’s big snake 

Pastor Mark Zimmerly Spins 
Sugar Malia and Makayla

Michael at Cambium

Brianne and Lumi

Leo and Lucia
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Aspiring Blue Thunder player?

A Note on Al Larkins Park where Mayfair Parades Begin
Alvin Larkins Park, located at the corner of E Pike Street and 34th Ave. E was bought from private owners in 
1973 and developed in 1975. It provides a place of respite for the neighbors and for the merchants from the 
nearby business area.  And it is a perfect starting point for Madrona’s Mayfair parade where children and 
friends cue up to take part in the parade down to the Madrona Playfield. 
Alvin Larkins Park was named in 1979, based on the recommendation of the Madrona Community Council. 
Al Larkins was a brilliant musician and teacher who devoted time and energy to the Madrona community 
where he lived from 1949 until his death in 1977. 
Born in Baltimore, Larkins headed west when the Navy stationed him at Sand Point Naval Air Station in 1943. 
There he played in the Naval Military Band, of about 24 members. The Military Band performed weekly at 
bond rallies in “Victory Square” which was located in downtown Seattle in front of the Olympic Hotel on 
University St. between 4th and 5th Ave. They also participated in parades, and performed at various Navy 
functions.

Together with about 17 other members of the Naval Military Band, Al Larkins formed a jazz group called the 
“Jive Bombers.” They performed locally (out of uniform) at various private functions -- such as weddings and 
fraternity parties -- often with jazz groups organized by local musicians such as Al Hickey and Bob Marshall. 

After World War II Al Larkins earned a Bachelor’s degree in education from the University of Washington. He 
taught social studies and band at Wilson Jr. High and Franklin High Schools, and was active in the Black Stu-
dent Union and the University of Washington’s Upward Bound Program. 
Long a member of the Rainy City Jazz Band, Larkins played bass fiddle and tuba. The Rainy City Jazz Band 
played at the first Bumbershoot in CCC. Al Larkins also directed the Madrona Presbyterian Church choir and 
was a familiar sight at the Madrona Mayfair and the Christmas Ship visits to Madrona. 

The Wong family at the Photo Booth 

Mayfair 40 in Words and Picture
Many thanks go to Mayfair’s sponsors for providing so many activities, including Cambium, Ewing and Clark, 
Harvard Avenue School, Lakeview Kids’ Dentistry, Lakeview Orthodontic, Molly Moon, SRG, Rock Paper 
Scissors, and the Seattle Gymnastics Academy.  Thanks for donations and presence also go to Girlie Press, St. 
Clouds, Recology, Macrina Bakery, and Becky Gelder.  See you next year at Mayfair 41.  And in the words of 
the child whose chalk drawing was all that was left of Mayfair 40 by 1:00pm, until then “be kind.”

8



 9 Madrona News  June 2016 

Epiphany Seattle Music Launches

In May Epiphany completed their year-long 
restoration and renovation of the Church and 
Chapel.  The Chapel now houses a new organ 
to open that space to intimate encounters with 
fine music, and there is the 1997 Noack organ in 
the church.  The Epiphany Seattle Music Guild 
has been founded to anchor the presentation of 
music in the church’s sacred spaces.  

The first performance was May 22 with launch 
concert To Music.  There will be two Chapel 
concerts in the summer to welcome the Stein-
way piano 1901.  The first on July 10 at 6:00pm 
features Peter Mack; the second on Aug 14 at 
6:00 will be a Chamber Music Recital with By-
ron Schenkman and friends.  Admission is free 
but good will offerings will be accepted.  All are 
welcome.

Founding members of the Epiphany Music 
Guild include Doyt Conn, Rector; Thomas Foster, 
Director of Music; Carol Foster, Kent Mueller; Su-
zanne Mueller; Julia Putnam; and John Starbard. 
Epiphany has ordered its Church and Chapel 
to be places for great music.  It is the hope that 

everyone at any point in a personal spiritual 
journey one can share with Epiphany the expe-
rience of sacred music.  

9



Playfield Renovations
The MCC is discussing renovations for the Madrona 
playfield and funding options. At this point, there are 
many ideas on the table, including:

•   updated climbing equipment
•   a redesigned sandbox 
•   improved lighting throughout the park
•   additional activities such as a Gaga Ball pit
•   installation of turf
•   a terraced area west of the basketball court

All community members with an interest in Madrona 
Playfield’s future are invited to share their ideas and 
opinions at the June 7 MCC meeting (7:15pm at the 
Madrona Shelterhouse). 

Law Office of  
Carl J. Marquardt, PLLC

Business and Real Estate Law

Madrona Refuge Bldg.  

1126 34th Ave., # 311

206-388-4498

www.cjmlawoffice.com
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Council Corner
                                  By Deirdre McCrary, E. Marion St. 
Madrona will have both a garage sale and music 
in the park this summer, thanks to two neighbors, 
Amy Summers, who stepped up to organize the 
garage sale in June and Viren Kamdar, who agreed 
to arrange for the four Thursday evening summer 
concerts in August.  But wait!  That’s not the end 
of opportunities to volunteer.  
Didi Burpee will be organizing a drive to collect 
bicycles and other bicycle gear for the Columbia 
City Bike Works program.  The drive will be coor-
dinated with the garage sale on June 18, and the 
bikes will be used to introduce children and adults 
to the operation and maintenance of bicycles as a 
way to recycle bikes and build community.  Sha-
ron Safarik, Vice President of Madrona PK8 PTA, 
will be looking for neighborhood involvement in 
the school’s plans to re-design and improve the 
school’s aging playground to make it a more wel-
coming green space and neighborhood 

Draft Agenda for June 7 meeting of 
the Madrona Community Council.  Held at 7:15 
at the Madrona Playfield Shelterhouse; all wel-
come. Contact person is President Bill Mahoney at 
Pres4MCC@gmail.com.  You can receive updated 
agendas and meeting notices by subscribing to 
madrona-community-council@googlegroups.com

•  40th Madrona Mayfair - final re-cap and sugges-
tions for next year
•  Discussion of potential Madrona Playfield reno-
vations
•  Upcoming Madrona events: Neighborhood        
garage sale on June 18; summer concerts at 
Madrona Playfield
• Budget Report
• New Business

Reminder - the MCC does not meet in July or August. 
Have a great summer!
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Summer Shade
By Judith Starbuck, Grand Ave.

Madrona Woods on a hot summer day is a cool 
place to take a walk. It’s lush and green, with a 
big-leaf maple, Douglas fir, and cedar canopy 
to provide shade and breezes coming up from 
the lake. It’s filled with bird and little critter ac-
tivity. And there are interesting things to see if 
you know where to look and have a little histo-
ry of the people/nature cooperative restoration 
that’s gone on there over the last 20 years. 
How about taking the family for a walk through 
the Woods with one of the Friends of Madrona 
Woods volunteers to give you interesting de-
tails? They can show you where the eagle nest 
is and where the remains of the old car lie rust-
ing away. And they can point out where school 
children from St. Therese and Epiphany schools 
restored many areas along the trails as part 
of their environmental education classes for a 
number of years. You can marvel with us at how 
high their plantings have grown in Devil’s Ditch 
and along some of the side trails and see where 
the kids planted some of the prettiest flowers. If 
you like to learn the names of the native plants, 
Madrona Woods volunteers know most of them 
and can bring a plant identification book to 
find those we don’t. 

We can exude for quite some time about the 
restoration process we’ve been involved in for the 
past 20 years, or we can try to limit ourselves to 
just answering your questions. We can also talk 
about the day-lighted Madrona Creek and the 
natural area in Madrona Park on the lake. If you’d 
like to arrange for your own special tour, contact 
me at judithstarbuck@msn.com.
Our fourth Saturday work parties will be held in 
June and July from 10:00 to 1:00, with a vacation 

break in August. To sign up ahead, go to cedar.
greencitypartnerships.org and click on CEDAR. Put 
in Green Seattle Partnership and select Madrona 
Park. Indicate that you’ll be attending. Visit our 
website www.madronawoods.org or Facebook for 
more information.
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Fionnuala O’Sullivan

Broker / Owner
Experience-Integrity-Results

direct 206-779-4643    eirefos@comcast.net    www.gbk.com

 
Gerrard Beattie & Knapp Realtors, LLC 

Excellence in Residential Real Estate since 1978

“Nil aon tintean mar do thintean fein”

Old Irish
 
Proverb

Mayfair Mutt Matchup Legend:
David is with  Dolly who looks forward to hanging out 
and ball time at parks; Charlotte and Abby go with 
Jessie who will be toddling around the block and nap-
ping; Steve, Sam, and Shannon are with Bastogne who 
will be welcoming a new baby; Liz and Mark are with 
Puget who looks forward to chewing everything and 
eating grass. Alex is with Louie who is looking forward 
to frequent swims in Lake Washington. 
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Hopscotch CD Event Set for June 11
On June 11, plan to turn out—whether for an hour 
or for the day—at Hopscotch CD organized by 
Centerstone.
All-day activities from 11:00am – 8:00pm beckon, 
and include:

•Hopscotch your heart out on a one mile hop-
scotch route through the neighborhood (route 
map coming soon at http://center-stone.org/
news/hopscotch-cd-2016-is-back/)
•Free lunch from Dante’s Inferno featuring hot 
dogs, toppings galore, and chips
•Live DJ in Centerstone’s courtyard
•Kid Zone featuring a bouncy house, face 
painting, Play Street toys and activities, tem-
porary tattoos, bubbles, sidewalk chalk, and 
playground in the Firehouse Park adjacent to 
Centerstone
•Flavorful cuisine from local food trucks (avail-
able for purchase)
•Free tours of Centerstone’s historic firehouse 
building

Evening Festivities from 4:00 - 8:00pm are:
•Beer garden featuring craft brews
•Live entertainment with jugglers, street 
music, drum ensemble, magician, and more

This is the first year for Centerstone as the Hop-
scotch CD organizer; presenting sponsor is Swed-
ish Hospital, and event sponsors are Sound Oil 
and Sprague Israel Giles Insurances.  Centerstone 
supports people from all walks of life, including 
families, the elderly, the disabled, immigrants/ref-
ugees, and the new poor. Their services help meet 
basic needs as well as provide tools to gain long-
term stability and self-sufficiency.

|

|

|
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Madrona Dining & Sipping Society
 By Audrey Seale, 36th Ave.

It’s been a great year for the Madrona Dining 
& Sipping Society.  We have had fabulous 
meals at restaurant--both new and local fa-
vorites--often especially prepared just for us.  
The restaurants love to show their best when 
the neighbors are coming in!  Lucky us.  

Our latest was an evening at Meet the Moon 
on the Leschi waterfront, where they closed 
the restaurant that night to make THE BEST 
multicourse meal imaginable just for us.  
Course after delicious course arrived and they 
even gave us a gift for coming--house made 
caramels and a card to return for a free coffee.  

We have enjoyed warm welcomes at many 
restaurants in the past year including Leschi’s 
La Bonne Franquette, Naam, Madrona Arms, 
and Meet the Moon. We’ve been to FareStart 
twice to dine at the high tables, including 
a late May visit following head chef Wayne 
Johnson’s special invitation at MDSS’s March 
visit to FareStart.   For those who don’t already 

know, FareStart’s mission is to help transform 
lives which they do by training people for 
work in the restaurant trade.  The organiza-
tion’s success in training and placing their 
graduates underlines FareStart’s intent to pro-
vide a real solution to homelessness, poverty, 
and hunger.  Learn more about this organiza-
tion at www.farestart.org.

If you would like to meet with neighbors and 
enjoy a great evening out at an upcoming 
MDSS dinner, join the email list at Audreyse-
ale@comcast.net and RSVP when the evite 
arrives.  Our only request is that if you do make 
a reservation you keep it or change it so oth-
ers can join the party.  It is so not like MDSS 
to have no-shows after all the restaurants and 
hosts do to prepare a special meal and event 
for us. 

Over the summer we plan a summer picnic 
and a Mexican buffet at HiSpot.  Past years 
prove the latter is not an event you want to 
miss. If you can suggest a suitable venue for 
the summer picnic, please be in touch with me 
at the email address above.
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Bike and Ball Drive Taking Place on 
Madrona Garage Sale Day
Not only will neighbors have a chance to 
participate in the Madrona Garage Sale on 
June 18, they can also clear their garages of 
bikes, bike parts, and soccer or basket balls 
that are going unused.  On June 18, Bike 
Works will be at the Madrona Playfield from 
10:00am-1:00pm to collect all types of bikes, 
bike parts and bike accessories.  Bike Works 
is in special need of bikes in good condition, 
including: 20” wheel BMX style bikes, 24” and 
26” wheel mountain bikes, road bikes of any 
size, and especially smaller sized road bikes.  
Bike Works is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organiza-
tion, and can provide a tax receipt for your 
donation. Learn more about Bike Works at 
bikeworks.org.

Also at the Madrona Playfield during the 
same time frame on June 18,  neighbor Didi 
Burpee will be collecting soccer and basket-
balls to donate to Seattle’s World School.

Landscape Architecture | Construction | Maintenance
cambiumlandscape.com                         tel: (206)860-7625
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Madrona CoMMunity Calendar
Please send your calendar items to madronanewscalendar@gmail.com throughout the month 

for inclusion in the newsletter and/or the website at www.madrona.us
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RECURRING WEEKLY EVENTS 
WED & FRI  7:45-8:15am and 8:30-9:00am Meditation.  Guided silent meditation led by Pieter Drummond. Epiphany 
Christie House Chapel, pieter@stonegroundmeditation.com.
THURSDAYS 10:00am-12:00pm All Threads Together – Join for conversation and knitting, crocheting, needlepoint, 
etc. Epiphany Christie House Chapel, Trish Stone, twallistone@yahoo.com. 
11:00am Family Story Time- Bring your preschooler and toddlers to enjoy stories, rhymes, and songs with our 
children’s librarian.  Madrona Library. 684-4705. 
7:15pm ALANON Meeting – Epiphany Christie House Chapel, 1805 38th Ave., 324-2573. 
FRIDAYS 3:00-7:00pm Madrona Farmers Market, Grocery Outlet parking lot
SATURDAYS 2:00pm-4:00pm – Free Wine Tasting at Madrona Wine Merchants, 1127 34th Ave. For more information 
consult www.MadronaWineMerchants.com.
SUNDAYS 11:00am-5:00pm – Sunday Sippers Wine Tasting at Madrona Wine Merchants, 1127 34th Ave. For more 
information consult www.MadronaWineMerchants.com.
WEEKENDS  9:00am-5:00pm Donate Used Goods – Northwest Center Big Blue Truck. Grocery Outlet parking lot. 
www.bigbluetruck.org.
*****************************************************************************
June 1 7:00pm Leschi Community Council Meeting – Central Area Senior Center, 500 30TH Ave. S. Diane Snell for 
more information Jdsnell1@comcast.net
June 3 6:00pm Family Movie Night – Join your neighbors for a kid friendly movie and food (available for purchase 
from a local food truck). 3201 E. Republican St. Suggested donation: $5/person or $10/family. Kate Gardner (206-257-
5465, k8gardner@hotmail.com) for more information. 
June 4 9:00am–3:00pm Neighborhood Work Party for the Leschi Natural Area – Rain or shine we will meet at 
the Park entrance at 36th Ave and East Terrace. Gloves and lunch provided for participants. Contact Bunny and Fran 
Wood 323-2296 or Diane Morris 322-7648.
June 7  7:15pm Madrona Community Council Meeting. Everyone is welcome to share updates on neighborhood 
activities and issues. Madrona Playfield Shelterhouse (34TH Ave. between Spring & Marion). Contact Bill Mahoney, 
Pres4MCC@gmail.com.
June 11 2:00pm-5:00pm Madrona Art Walk See art work displayed and listen to live music at a variety of Madrona 
businesses. Contact BOOM Madrona: madronabusinesses@gmail.com.
June 11 11:00am-8:00pm Hopscotch CD Kick-off summer at this free community event, featuring a 1-mile hopscotch 
course, live music, a Kid Zone, and adult beer garden. Sponsored by Centerstone: center-stone.org/.
June 15 9:00am–1:00pm Homeless Cooking Wednesday – Bring a knife and a cutting board. Donations of fresh 
food (no protein) and money always welcome. St. Clouds Restaurant. neighborhoodcooking@gmail.com.
June 17 6:00-8:00pm James Washington Foundation Sit and Sip with guest Ron Friedman.  Arrangements are 
courtesy of the Holocaust Center for Humanity, Seattle. 1816 26th Ave.  RSVP appreciated at jwwfoundation@gmail.
com
June 18 Madrona Garage Sale.  For details see article in this issue.
June 18 12:00pm-3:00pm Father’s Day Event – Free, Garfield Community Center, 2323 E. Cherry St.
June 18 6:00-8:30pm Debtor’s Anonymous, Epiphany Fireside Room, 1805 38th Ave. initiatives and micro-commu-
nity police plans. Seattle University, Chardin Hall, Rm 142 (1020 E. Jefferson): info@eastpac.org.
June 25 10:00am Madrona Woods 4th Saturday monthly work party – See www.madronawoods.org/get-involved/
work-parties/ for details. 
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all summer long
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