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Winter Playfair
Lift your winter spirits at the first ever Winter Playfair 
happening from 4:00-7:00pm on Jan. 14. Designed 
for children and adults of all ages, activities include 
opportunities to acquire skills or use existing ones  
(sing-a-long; piano playing; knitting; collage mak-
ing; coloring; decoration creation--for the Feb. MCC 
Neighbor Awards and the Epiphany Have A Heart 
event—and much more), play games (bean bag toss; 
jigsaw puzzling, Twister, Legos) and exchange items 
you want for those you no longer need (plush toys; 
books; magazines; puzzles; children’s costumes).  
Anyone who has underutilized Legos is encouraged 
to bring them.

If you can share 30 minutes of your time to lead a 
game or share a skill on Jan. 14, please be in touch 
by Jan. 8 with Audrey Seale at audreyseale@comcast 
so she can arrange for tables, mats, etc.  Participants 
so far include All Threads Together, Epiphany Parish, 
Madrona Grace, and the Madrona Community Coun-
cil.  Many more have been invited to pitch in to play. 

Getting together as a community also means shar-
ing a meal, so please bring food to share on the 14th.

Madrona Dining and Sipping Society is on board too. 
Plates, etc., will be provided. To let us know you plan 
to bring food, please send an email to Barbara Parker 
at parker@seattleu.edu or call 206-726-9798.   The 
event is at Epiphany’s Great Hall and kitchen (1805 
38th Ave.). See you there!

Teacher and Learner Ron Jones
Although Ron Jones has traveled widely, he takes pride in noting 
he has lived in the Madrona zip code virtually all his life.  He 
attended elementary school at St. Mary’s, widening his circle of 
friends as he grew older to include St. Therese and Madrona Ele-

mentary friends at 34th and Union.  
Ron recalls goods times with friends 
here in Madrona--playing tennis 
at Madrona Playfield where many 
others enjoyed pick-up basketball.  
And in the days when U. village was 
really a village, Ron recalls that he 
and his pals took buses downtown, 
then transferred to get to the roller 
skating rink at U. village.  

Although Ron’s dearest hope as a 
teen was to attend Garfield HS, 

his parents decided to stick with Catholic schools, so off Ron 
marched to O’Dea where his graduating class of 100 was the 
largest the school had ever witnessed.  When it came time to 
choose a college, Ron’s parents favored Seattle U.’s Catholicism, 
but Ron chose Central Washington State College (now Central Wa. 
U.), because like many who hit age 18 in the 1960s, he really, really 
wanted to branch out on his own. There Ron earned a degree in 
psychology and English as well as a certificate to teach elemen-
tary education.  Inspired by an uncle who was his role model and 
mentor, Ron knew that he too wanted to be a teacher. 

After college, Ron taught elementary school in Edmonds and 
Bellevue before earning a principal’s certificate.  Reflecting on his 
time as a principal, Ron recalls that Stevenson School in Bellevue 
was atypical for that community. He recalled it was fun to work 
in that diverse community, observing that people didn’t even 
use the word “diverse” at that time. Later Ron was tapped by the 
Seattle School District to be their Director of Elem. Ed., then he 
served as Director of Curriculum and School Reform In Seattle’s 
Central Office. Noting that his charge in the 1990s was to look 
at programs to help increase academic achievement for brown 
kids in Seattle schools, Ron admits frustration that today and so 
many years later, we as a community still struggle with education/
achievement gaps for children of color.  Ron rounded out his 
career by retiring from the Seattle Public Schools as Exec. Director 
for Curriculum and Instruction. 

So that tells you something about Ron Jones as a teacher and 
principal and administrator for the schools, but there is much 
more to know about Ron Jones the learner.  An inveterate traveler, 
Ron has circled the globe numerous times, visited all seven con-
tinents, and in doing so has sought to learn about the world and 

(continued on next page)

others in it.  He and his husband Dr. Michael Theisen 
have cruised many times: from Athens to Singa-
pore; crossed the Atlantic both ways; and visited 
Antarctica to name a few.  On the latter voyage, Ron 
contemplated a beautiful environment of so much 
space, with penguins, birds, and little sea life, and 
no evidence of human impact.  Ron was awed by 
the vast, open cold, and struck by what small specks 
humans are on the globe.  

Asked to recall trips that had a lasting impact Ron 
recalled the exuberance of Mardi Gras in Rio; being 
struck by the broad divide of wealth in India where 
an opulent hotel was surrounded by a village where 
people lived in extraordinary poverty. He is grateful 
for having had the chance to visit various African 
nations to meet people and view wild animals in 

(continued on next page)
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their natural habitats.  Ron recalls that people in Australia 
and New Zealand were extremely friendly; that outside 
Tokyo there is much peace and tranquility; that Beijing is 
much more Westernized that he expected; and that there 
are more luxury cars per capita in Shanghai than in Europe.  

Most recently, Ron and Michael visited three Cuban cities, 
but Ron felt that the required “people to people” programs 
off ered too few opportunities to get a sense of what 
Cuban people are like. Yes, there were many dance and 
music performances, but too little chance for interaction 
followed. Ron observed that the beautiful 1950s era cars 
for which Havana is known are great and fun, but he felt 
that vibrancy was refl ected in little else there. The scaff old-
ings show that old Havana’s historic buildings are being 
renovated and repaired, but much remains to be done to 
repair so many crumbling facades.  Ron felt that later visits 
to Cienfuegos and to Santiago de Cuba provided a better 
glimpse at how people dress, look, or shop in those cities.  
Ron concluded that he was glad to see how Cuba looks 
in late 2016, and he wondered what the impact will be 
on Cuba if or when it becomes more open to the US and 
other developed economies. 

Ron views travel as a great form of education, and wishes 
that more young people from a wider variety of back-
grounds had chances to study, travel, or live abroad.  He 
recalled having a pen pal when he was a boy, and wonders 
how today’s technologies could be employed to help 
young people interact across national borders and learn 
about the world.

But back to Madrona:  Ron intends to continue traveling 
as much as time and other resources permit, but he also 
intends to foster opportunities within the community. He 
served two terms on the board of the organization now 
known as Lifelong AIDS, served two Board terms and one 
presidency at Bailey Boushay, and since 2014 has been on 
the board of the Seattle Men’s Chorus and Seattle Wom-
en’s Chorus (which is transitioning to its new name as the 
Seattle Choruses).  In the latter board capacity, Ron has 
circled back to education, and is working on a joint project 
between the Choruses and Washington Middle School’s 
choral director to provide positive role models for children 
and bring new opportunities for learning to the communi-

ty.  Ron loves living in Seattle, Madrona in particular, and 
hopes that they both survive current rapid growth and 
changes.

Teacher and Learner                                        (from page one)
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Play Madrona Mutt Matchup
By Didi Burpee, 34th Ave. 

Some people think people and pets often resemble one 
another.  If that is your view, has it helped you to match mutts 
with their people? Check your guess on page 6.
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Shelf Life
Documentary fi lmmaker Jill Freidberg’s successful 4Culture 
grant allows her and collaborators Domonique Meeks, Henry 
Luke, and others to record stories about the Red Apple and 
the neighborhood.  Freidberg imagines the Central District 
as a constellation of stories with the Red Apple as one point 
of entry. She hopes community stories help newcomers un-
derstand the history and context of the Central District, and 
perhaps help everyone reach out to others.  

During a recorded audio interview, participants may choose 
to share:

•   Neighborhood, family history, and family traditions
•   Personal experiences of growing up in a Central District 
neighborhood
•   Changes and their impacts in the life of the city or of 
the neighborhood 
•   Sources of neighborhood and/or family pride 
•   Topics of interest to them

People are welcome to drop by, and they can bring in some-
one they think should be interviewed to Shelf Life at 2301 S 
Jackson St., Suite 201--just west of the Red Apple Market.  . 
Age is not important, but having roots in the neighborhood 
(or at the Red Apple) is.  You can schedule an interview via 
http://shelfl ifestories.com/ telephone 206-866-6488 or visit 
the Shelf Life storefront (open from 1:00-6:00pm Sun. and 
Wed; and from 10:00am-3:00pm on Mon., and 10:00-7:30 on 
Tuesdays.).  Sometimes interviews are in progress, so it may 
be advisable to call before visiting.    

We look forward to featuring Shelf Life interviews in future 
issues of the Madrona News. 

NEW YEAR, NEW YOU

+

Start the new year o� right by giving 
your skin the attention it deserves! 

Balance, brighten, tighten and hydrate. 
Experience an Ever Skincare facial today! 

3312 E. SPRING ST, SEATTLE, WA 98122
TALK: 206.325.5096 / TEXT: 206.687.0317

RPSMADRONA.COM
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Letter to the Editor: Property Tax and 
Transit Focus Raises Questions 

By Dan Anderson, 31st Avenue
Since my wife and I bought our fi rst house in Madrona 
three years ago, we’ve gotten to know our neighbors, 
become regulars at local shops and restaurants, and loyally 
read the Madrona News. It’s a real community asset and 
something I look forward to each month. Out of my ap-
preciation for the newsletter and the professionalism of its 
volunteer staff  and the community council, I’m writing to 
draw attention to election season coverage that has me a 
little concerned.

I fi rst noticed the coverage this summer when a Seattle 
Times editorial against the Sound Transit 3 measure ran ver-
batim in the newsletter without explanation. It happened 
again when a longer piece about property taxes ran mere 
days before the election. 

The latter article said our property taxes are higher than 
we’d been led to believe, and that readers should look to 
the Seattle Times for the estimated property tax hike from 
a “yes” vote on ST3. The Times had already taken an offi  cial 
position against ST3 and were broadcasting it on their web-
site explicitly. Anyone visiting the site, as suggested, would 
have been told a “no” vote was the right choice. I under-
stand that these pieces were also sent to the Leschi News to 
reach an even wider audience of potential voters.

The community council and Madrona News editor have 
kindly and thoroughly responded to my questions and con-
cerns, and I feel assured that they weren’t deliberately trying 
to persuade voters. But I am still uncomfortable with these 
pieces considering the strict rules around political activity 
for non-profi ts in an election year. My request: Let’s leave 
coverage of ballot measures and how specifi c votes will cost 
taxpayers to for-profi t news, advocacy organizations, and the 
assessor’s offi  ce. That way the newsletter can focus on the 
wonderful, insightful local stories, interviews, and goings-on 
that we’ve all come to love and look forward to each month.

Editor’s Note:  Readers are encouraged to be in touch when 
they have a newsletter question or comment. And, as has 
occurred above and in the past, letters to the editor also are 
welcome. Please be in touch at madronanews@gmail.com
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Fionnuala O’Sullivan
Broker & Partner 
eirefos@comcast.net
+01 206 779 4643

Fionnuala O’Sullivan
Broker & Partner at GBK
eirefos@comcast.net
+01 206 779 4643

Real Estate. Real Service.

Fionnuala O’Sullivan
Managing Broker  
Partner at GBK LLC
+01 206 779 4643
fos@gbk.com

Want to join the fun? Our Jan. work party will be from 
10:00am-1:00pm on Jan 28. To find out details and to sign 
up ahead, go to cedar.greencitypartnerships.org and click on 
CEDAR. Put in Green Seattle Partnership and select Madro-
na Park. Indicate that you’ll be at-tending. Visit our website 
www.madronawoods.org or Facebook for more information.

Pleasure on a Rainy Day in the Woods
By Judith Starbuck, Grand Ave.

People often ask if winter’s cold and rain mean we’re sus-
pending work parties in Madrona Woods until spring.  But 
our answer is that winter is the best time to do some 
important tasks. It’s the time when new plants will get their 
best start with nature’s watering system, and pulling out 
weeds is relatively easy when the soil is wet. Although we do 
take off in Dec. because of the holidays, we’ll be back doing 
this necessary maintenance in Jan. 

I don’t want to paint too rosy a picture of what it’s like to 
work in the mud and the rain, but I enjoyed several things 
about the Nov. work party when we planted some of the 
300 natives the city provided and removed bindweed and 
blackberries from the muddy hillside on the south edge of 
the Woods.

Mostly it’s a joy to work with people who treasure the Woods 
as it is now and are willing to sacrifice a bit of comfort on a 
Sat. morning to keep it in restoration mode. There are good 
conversations and a generally good feeling of camaraderie. I 
found pleasure in looking around where we were working to 
see slickers of different colors dotting the hillside. I was kept 
plenty warm and got better exercise climbing the slippery 
hill and digging holes for the trees and shrubs we were 
planting than I would at a gym. (Most times we’ll be work-
ing on more level areas so you don’t have to be a mountain 
goat or fitness freak.) And it was a pleasure to remove a 
tangle of bindweed to allow a young cedar bent over under 
its weight to grow up straighter.

Estate Planning, Probate, and Guardianships 

Erin M. Fairley, Attorney 

e-mail:       EFairley@advocateslg.com 
office:       (206) 535-7929    cell:    (206) 353-4625 
address:    121 Lakeside Avenue, Suite 108 
   Seattle, WA 98122 

advocateslg.com 

Advocates Law Group, PLLC 
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Landscape Architecture | Construction | Maintenance
cambiumlandscape.com                         tel: (206)860-7625

Mutt Matchup Answers: 
Mattie Lou is with Pat; 6:30 is with Toni and Peter; 

Sadie and Vinny are with Elaine.

Focusing On Your Future… means    
making your real estate dreams come 
true. I take care of my clients before,  
during, and long after the transaction.  

I  Will Focus On Your Future….. 

Leslie M. Lucas, Real Estate Consultant  1200 Westlake Ave N. #406 

COLDWELL BANKER BAIN ASSOCIATES  Seattle, WA 98109 

206-501-7473 leslielucas@cbbain.com  www.leslielucas.com 



Madrona CoMMunity Calendar
Please send your calendar items to madronanewscalendar@gmail.com throughout the month for 

inclusion in the newsletter and/or the website at www.madrona.us

RECURRING WEEKLY EVENTS
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WED & FRI 
7:45-8:15am and 8:30-9:00am Meditation.  Guided silent meditation led by Pieter Drummond. Epiphany Christie House Chapel, 
pieter@stonegroundmeditation.com.

THURSDAYS 
10:00am-12:00pm All Threads Together – Join for conversation and knitting, crocheting, needlepoint, etc. Epiphany Christie 
House Chapel, Trish Stone, twallistone@yahoo.com.
 
11:00am Family Story Time- Bring your preschooler and toddlers to enjoy stories, rhymes, and songs with our children’s librarian.  
Madrona Library. 684-4705. 

7:30pm ALANON Meeting – Epiphany Great Hall, 1805 38th Ave., 324-2573. 

WEEDENDS
9:00am-5:00pm Donate Used Goods – Northwest Center Big Blue Truck. Grocery Outlet parking lot. www.bigbluetruck.org.

Sat 2:00pm-4:00pm – Free Wine Tasting at Madrona Wine Merchants, 1127 34th Ave. www.MadronaWineMerchants.com.

Sun 11:00am-5:00pm – Sunday Sippers Wine Tasting at Madrona Wine Merchants, 1127 34th Ave. www.MadronaWineMer-
chants.com.

*****************************************************************************
Jan 1 Happy New Year!

Jan 3 7:15pm Madrona Community Council Meeting. Everyone is welcome to share updates on neighborhood activities and issues. 
Madrona Playfield Shelterhouse (34th Ave. between Spring & Marion). Contact Bill Mahoney,Pres4MCC@gmail.com. 

Jan 6 6:00pm Family Movie Night – Join your neighbors for a kid friendly movie and food (available for purchase from a local food 
truck). 3201 E. Republican St. Suggested donation: $5/person or $10/family. Kate Gardner (206-257-5465, k8gardner@hotmail.com) 
for more information. 

Jan 7 9:00am–3:00pm Neighborhood Work Party for the Leschi Natural Area – Rain or shine we will meet at the Park entrance 
at 36th Ave and East Terrace. Gloves and lunch provided for participants. Contact Bunny and Fran Wood 323-2296 or Diane Morris 
322-7648.

Jan 7 3:00-5:00pm Bottlehouse welcomes Madrona artist, photographer, and blogger Jessica Caitlin. 1416 34th Ave

Jan 14 4:00-7:00pm Winter Playfair and Potluck, Epiphany Great Hall. 

Jan 18 9:00am–1:00pm Homeless Cooking Wednesday – Bring 
a knife and a cutting board. Donations of fresh food (no protein) 
and money always welcome. St. Clouds Restaurant. neighborhood-
cooking@gmail.com.

Jan 16 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Jan 21 5:30–9:00 Debtor’s Anonymous, Epiphany Great Hall, 
1805 38th Ave. 

Jan 28 10:00am Madrona Woods 4th Saturday monthly work 
party – See www.madronawoods.org/get-involved/work-parties/ for 
details. 
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103 Lakeside Ave, Seattle, WA 98122     206-322-0700 
open Mon–Sat 8am to 8pm, Sun 8am to 7pm

www.leschimarket.com     info@leschimarket.com

Order by phone or email wine@leschimarket.com.

Happy New Year from Leschi Market!
Need to restock the cellar?

Look no further! 
2014 Reynvaan ‘In the Hills’ Syrah Walla Walla- $70

94 points Wine Advocate

2013 Château Fortia Tradition
Châteauneuf-du-Pape - $36

91 points Wine Spectator

2015 Mollydocker ‘The Boxer’ Shiraz Australia - $28
93 points Wine Spectator

2009 Château Cote de Baleau Saint-Emilion 
Grand Cru - $28

93 points James Suckling
Over 1400 wines to choose from everyday 
10% off 6 or more bottles, mix & match

hh

Newsletter of the Madrona Community Council
Published monthly except for July and August, with a circulation of 2450, 

reaching homes & neighbors throughout Madrona & Central Seattle. 

January 10, 2017  MADRONA NEWS DEADLINE

Article Submission: Contact editor Barbara Parker at 206-726-9798,  
or email material to Madrona News at madronanews@gmail.com.
Advertising:  
Contact Casey Losh at madronanewsadvertising@gmail.com.
Calendar Additions: Email madronanewscalendar@gmail.com.
Mailing List Additions: Email madronanews@gmail.com.

Madrona Community Council Officers
President        Bill Mahoney       713-9250   Pres4MCC@gmail.com

VP                     Rob Ward              324-5551   dr5ward@comcast.net

Rec. Secretary Deirdre McCrary 325-9035  deirdre.jaymccrary@gmail.com

Help support Madrona News mailings by sending tax-deductible 
donations to: 715 35th Ave., 98122 or use PayPal 

at www.madrona.us
Permit Holder: Seattle Community Council Federation

Madrona Community Council 
715 35th Ave., 98122


