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Madrona School Playground Revitalization 
Project
The Seattle Public Schools have decided to recast Madrona PK-8 
next year, taking it back to its roots as an elementary school with 
grades K-5 and the preschool.  In the fall, older students who 
previously attended grades six-eight at Madrona will now be 
directed to Meany Middle School.  That being said, it is a little 
challenging at present to describe the school: it is still a PK-8, but 
the future means a PK-5.  Bearing that in mind, this article uses 
the term Madrona School to acknowledge both entities: current 
and future.

Newsletter readers already will be aware of the Madrona K-8 
Playground Revitalization Project which aims for a major 
overhaul of the entire play area and garden, including new play 
equipment, new surfacing, and significant natural play features.  
What is particularly relevant to the community is that the revital-
ization will also open Madrona School’s playground and garden 
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to the public outside of school hours. This newly 
public playground will be a great asset to the 
Madrona neighborhood and, with equipment 
geared towards older children, complement the 
Madrona Playfield playground.  

Spearheaded by the Madrona Panther Partners 
PTSA. Sharon Safarik, Adam Rakunas, and Julie Par-
rett, parent and licensed landscape architect, are 
project managers. The project steering committee 
consists of ten community members, including 
school parents, school staff, local business owners, 

(continued on next page)

Council Corner       By Deirdre McCrary, E. Marion St.
Two attributes that make Madrona both attractive and distinct 
are its many beautiful and treed open spaces and the devoted 
people whose vision and effort made them healthy and who 
continue to care for them.  Two people who enjoyed those parks 
and open spaces were Mimi and Martin Kraus, whose generosity 
through their will has provided funds to enhance nearby parks.  
The Council, which has been administering the fund, heard from 
three applicants with plans to use the Kraus endowment and was 
able to help each of the three with a portion of the remaining 
funds.  The stewards of Nora’s Woods on Columbia will receive 
$500 to replace and make more secure a sign that has been 
vandalized.  The Friends of Leschi Overlook on East Terrace will re-
ceive $7,500 to help with the hiring of Seattle-based EarthCorps, 
a leadership training program comprising students from the US 
and abroad learning restoration techniques, to work on the steep 
slopes of a newly acquired addition to the park.  Madrona School 
was awarded $12,000 toward improving connections between 
the school and the park/playground on the southeast corner of 
the school grounds near the garden gate, where they intend to 
create an herb garden, seating area, and public space in keeping 
with their larger plan to open the playground to public use and 
make the spaces more welcoming to the neighborhood.  The plan 
includes working with SDOT to improve the pathway across the 
intersection of 33rd and Spring by reconstructing the path and 
landscaping the area with friendlier plantings. Council members 
agreed they would have liked to give each of the applicants full 
amounts sought, but we were pleased to have three such worthy 
recipients.  Mimi and Martin Kraus would be gratified with all that 
has been and will be done with their donated funds.

Mayfair Breezing In
Mark your calendar for the latest, greatest Mayfair 
to celebrate 41 years of fun and games with Madro-
na neighbors and friends on May 13.  The annual 
parade line up begins at Al Larkins Park at 9:15.  At 
9:30, Charles the Clown and Seattle Firefighters (and 
possibly Blue Thunder’s percussion unit) will lead 
the parade to the Playfield where Charles will per-
form his clown show at 10:00 at the Shelterhouse, 
followed by the the Reptile Man at 10:30. Through-
out the morning, children can enjoy pony rides and 
bouncy houses, have faces painted, and balloons 
tied.  Children also can arrange Pots for Tots at Cam-
bium’s booth, visit the Seattle Public Library booth, 
learn more about the Madrona School Playground 
Revitalization project and much more.  On offer will 
be cotton candy spun by Madrona Grace, popcorn 
popped by Epiphany Parish, baked goodies, hot 
dogs, and the always-popular Imperial Mixup from 

(continued on next page)
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Madrona Community Council members, and neighbors. 
In collaboration with Seattle Public Schools, the group is 
working with Johnson + Southerland. Maggi Johnson of 
that firm is the project’s lead architect.  She and the J+S 
team have designed numerous playgrounds for Seattle 
Public Schools and Seattle’s Department of Parks and 
Recreation, including the recently renovated playgrounds 
at Seward Park and Rainier Beach Community Center.  
Happily, the School District approved initial design con-
cepts, providing concrete evidence that the design team 
has experience and brings a clear understanding of school 
play space to the Madrona School playground revitaliza-
tion project.
The project is well underway, and if all goes well design 
will conclude in June and ground breaking can occur in 
Aug. with a community build. The garden improvements 
also will be completed as community work projects, 
including building garden boxes, installing benches, and 
planting the herb garden. 

The Seattle School District requires three public meetings 
to review project designs. J+S has been working closely 
with the school community to get input for initial designs, 
including meeting with staff, students, and the school 
district. The project steering committee has conducted 
community outreach to talk to people about the project, 
held a community meeting on Feb. 28 to get additional 
community input, and on March 7 presented two de-
sign concepts to the public at the Madrona Community 
Council meeting. J+S presenters described some of their 
meetings with school children about the playground; the 
latter offered many ideas.  Presently on the drawing board 
is a reconfiguration of play areas better to accommodate 
simultaneous play of basketball and soccer, chess tables, 
quiet spaces, multi-height basketball, a jump rope zone, 
and much more.  Main challenges are that the playground 
space is small compared to other schools and existing 
equipment is undersized and sparse.  Objectives for the 
new playground are to develop a unique and fun area 
with new play equipment, and improved diversity and ac-
cess that will be a valuable asset for the entire community. 

Anticipated costs are $300,000 with $25,000 allocated 
to design and construction documents,  $90,000 to 
playground equipment, and the balance going toward 
hard-scaping, re-surfacing, and landscaping.  Funding has 
already been secured for $25,000 in design work from a 
Seattle Department of Neighborhoods Small and Simple 
grant; $75,000 for play equipment from a King County 
Youth Sports Facilities grant; and $12,000 from the Ma-
drona Community Council Kraus Fund.  Additional funds 
are being pursued via Seattle’s Department of Neighbor-
hoods Community Partnership Fund, the Department of 
Neighborhoods’ Your Voice, Your Choice grant process, and 
private and community fundraising.  At Mayfair on May 13, 
the PTSA group will be on hand to further explain the proj-
ect and its many facets and to accept public donations.  

From a public perspective, one of the more exciting 

Madrona School Playground    (from page one) aspects of the Playground Revitalization Project is that the 
revised playground will provide a weekend and evening 
play space for older children to complement play equip-
ment now available to smaller children at Madrona Play-
field.  Ideally, the walkway between the school and the 
Playfield will flow easily between the two spaces, which 
likely will include replacing tall and prickly shrubs at the 
NW Playfield entrance from the school.  Principals want this 
to be a community process with community input, so be 
sure to take time now to provide your input—whether it is 
on shrub height or any other topic.

For additional information, to volunteer for community 
build projects, or to make a donation, please contact 
Sharon Safarik, 1121 33rd Ave., Seattle 98122; at 755-1044, 
or at mcconnell.sharon@gmail.com

St. Clouds Restaurant. Morning events will conclude with 
the ever-popular Recess Monkey concert in the park.  
Generous sponsors for activities offered include Cambi-
um, Riolo Orthodontics, Ewing and Clark, Harvard Avenue 
Preschool, Lakeview Kids Dentistry, Molly Moon's, Recolo-
gy, Rock Paper Scissors, and SRG Partnership Architecture.  
Thanks also go to St. Clouds Restaurant, and to Girlie Press 
for printing the Mayfair poster gratis and to Becky Gelder 
Designs for poster creation.  The entire event is put on by 
the Madrona Community Council which funds the events 
through sponsorships, donations, and hard work.

It takes many volunteers to put on this event.  If you have an 
hour or all morning to offer as a volunteer, please let volun-
teer coordinator Rob Ward know by contacting him at 
mmayfairvolunteer@gmail.com.

Mayfair Breezing In                    (from page one)

Remodeling With Pets in Mind
Gabriella Pezzelli who is a casting associate with Punch 
Drunk Pictures, L.A., asked us to notify neighbors about 
current casting in the Seattle area for a home remodel show 
for families with pets.  If selected, participants would receive 
a consultation with an award-winning designer and a small 
home remodel for them and their pets.  Punch Drunk Pic-
tures works with numerous networks such as Animal Planet, 
Discovery, National Geographic, and the Travel Channel.  To 
find out more, consult punchdrunkpictures.com or contact 
Gabriella at gabriella@punchdrunkpictures.com, 
401-793-1868.
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Going Reptile
By Martha Hamilton, E. Pike St.

I’ve lived in Madrona for over 18 months. I appreciate the 
quiet, spacious feeling of Madrona, love the restaurants and 
shops, and particularly like to explore stairways and hidden 
walkways. I fell in love with Seattle the first time I visited--on 
a rainy day in the winter of 2007, and moved here a year 
later from Pittsburgh, PA, where I raised my two now grown 
children. 

In Spring of 2012, I had lunch with a friend downtown and 
was reflecting on work I was doing with individuals and 
groups. He suggested I write a book. I laughed, “I’m not a 
writer!” But as I drove home two books showed up, illustra-
tions and all. I tried to ignore the books, but they had other 
plans. Five years later, the first Going Reptile: How Engaging 
Your Inner Lizard Leads to More Fulfilling Work & Personal 
Relationships is available on Amazon. 

Going Reptile is a colorful, playful view into our all-too-

human reactivity. It offers insights, indicators, tools, and 
approaches to help navigate our own and others “reptilian” 
tendencies. When we are in automatic reactive mode, we 
cannot be creative, agile, or innovative, and our interactions 
with others are often less than optimal--sometimes becom-
ing career or relationship limiting moves. 

This quickly read and deceptively simple book written in 
a business context is packed with information, meeting 
the reader on many levels. Its content supports individuals 
and groups in unveiling, discovering, and bringing online 

dormant capacities required for more creativity and agility 
– what’s needed for meeting the complexities of our environ-
ments. You can reach me at www.living-fully-human.com or 
martha@marthachamilton.com

 Tutoring         Skills Assessment      Test Prep (SAT, PSAT, ACT, ISEE)          LaBS 
   Student Advocacy (IEP, 504)           College Apps & Essays       

Spring Specials
Saturday LaBS

(Learning & Building Skills)

Small Group 
(2-4 students)

Math Basics + Essay Writing 
+ Research Skills + Algebra 

Basics + Latin Basics + 
Grammar & Vocabulary

Take 20% off LaBS through 
October 15, 2016

Hayley Panerio, M.Ed.
Amy Baker, B.A.

Madrona/Leschi/Mt. Baker
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Landscape Architecture | Construction | Maintenance
cambiumlandscape.com                         tel: (206)860-7625

Madrona Dining & Sipping Society
 By Audrey Seale, 36th Ave..
Feb. 27 was a snowy night made worse by the propane tank 
back-up on highways 5 and 90.  Nevertheless, a stalwart 16 
people made the trek to Monsoon on Capitol Hill to enjoy 
dish after dish of sheer dining delight.  From my seat at the 
table, I always delight to watch the animated conversations 
around a shared meal.  There is something about the com-
munity sense of we live in the same neighborhood.... and we 
all sit down to share one big meal.  That is the joy of MDSS.  

More joy followed (sans snow or road mishap) on March 14 
when we gathered at East Anchor for an oysters, appetizers, 
and prosecco feast.  On April 2 we intend to be part of Seat-
tle Restaurant Week at Daniel’s Broiler. 

MDSS outings are limited editions, and you can receive 
evites by signing up with MDSS by emailing me at audreyse-
ale@comcast.net.  And remember, if you do RSVP affirmative-
ly but then cannot attend an event, you need to cancel well 
before the deadline so we can offer your spot to others.  No 
shows are no fun for those left footing the bill.

Play Madrona Critter Matchup               
By Jennie Grant, Grand Ave.

As you try to guess which person matches each critter 
you may well wonder: what do the latter hope spring will 
bring?  And when will it arrive….? The legend is on p. 7
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Neighborhood School News
Coyote Central
Spring and Summer sessions at Coyote Central are open 
for registration with Spring classes slated to start April 
10.  Among offerings are Bikes: Beaters to Custom; Comic 
and Cartoon Drawing; regional cooking, dessert cooking; 
digital animation; fashion; electronic music production; 
filmmaking; magic performance; and so much more. 
Most Coyote classes are suitable for 10 - 15 year olds.  
There are exceptions to this, and those exceptions will be 
clearly noted on individual courses.  Coyote classes are 
available to any student who would like to participate; no 
family is ever turned away due to financial restrictions.  In 
those cases, we do ask each family to consider what they 
can contribute to help Coyote cover the cost of each 20-
hour workshop.  See coyotecentral.com

Madrona K-8 News
The Madrona Playground Revitalization Project is rolling 
full steam ahead. We had a great community meeting on 
Feb. 28 when people were able to review the proposed 
designs and talk with playground designers. We also 
presented the project ideas to the Madrona Community 
Council on March 7. After reviewing cost estimates, the 
total fundraising goal is $300,000, which we will mostly 
raise through grants. We will reach out to the communi-
ty for support this spring with a fundraising event and 
through the sale of engraved paving stones that will line 

the garden entrance. Keep an eye out for a booth about 
the playground project at Mayfair. Questions? Email Sha-
ron Safarik at mcconnell.sharon@gmail.com.

Madrona K-8 held its first school-wide spelling bee in 
Feb. Our winner is Abigail Ishimwe, a third grader. Abigail 
is studying hard for the Regional Spelling Bee, which will 
be at Town Hall on March 19. Our runner-up, Faduma 
Yusuf, is also preparing, in case she needs to step in to 
compete. Congratulations Abigail! We will be there to 
cheer you on.

Be on the look out for Madrona Panthers Mugs for sale at 
the Hi-Spot. Mugs will feature original artwork from the 
Henry mural and all proceeds will benefit the school. 

Drop everything and read is also fast-approaching. If you 
have books you'd like to pass on to our avid young read-
ers, please feel free to drop them by the school office any 
time.

St. Therese Catholic Academy
St. Therese Catholic Academy is accepting applications 
for Preschool-8th Grade for Fall 2017. They will be hold-
ing an open house on April 6, from 6:00-7:30pm.  Located 
at 34th and Marion, St. Therese is a faith-filled commu-
nity that offers small class sizes, outstanding academic 
programs, a family-like atmosphere, openness to people 
from all walks of life, and more. Visit stcaseattle.org or 
contact Randi Bagley at rbagley@stcaseattle.org to learn 
more if you cannot attend the open house.
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Pets and Marijuana: Not Necessarily a 
Safe Combination

By Susan Fondren, Grand Ave.
On a recent evening walk along Lake Washington Blvd., 
my dog Harley picked up something from the ground and 
swallowed it before I could pry it from her clenched jaws. 
Returning home, she plopped down on her bed and conk-
ed out. When she hadn’t stirred for two hours, I became 
concerned and tried to rouse her. Although I was able to 
wake her, she could not stand and had soaked herself and 
her bed from loss of bladder control. I thought she’d had a 
stroke.

I immediately took Harley to an after-hours emergency 
clinic. Based on her clinical symptoms, the timing of their 
onset after our walk, and the fact that she’d eaten some-
thing unknown off the ground, the veterinarian felt quite 
certain that Harley was suffering from marijuana toxicity. 
Harley was treated with subcutaneous fluids and an an-
ti-nausea medication. She regained her footing about 12 
hours after ingestion and was back to normal the following 
afternoon.

Marijuana has a “wide margin of safety” for pets. Lower 
doses used medicinally and under veterinary supervision 
can have a therapeutic effect for a variety of medical condi-
tions in dogs and cats. Higher doses though, often caused 
by inhalation of second-hand smoke or ingestion from 
marijuana found in the home or picked up on the street, 
can be highly toxic. Signs of marijuana toxicity typically 
show within 30-90 minutes of ingestion and can last up to 
72 hours. Treatment depends on the animal, the amount 
and form ingested, time elapsed since ingestion, and clin-
ical symptoms. With appropriate treatment, there should 
be no permanent damage and luckily marijuana toxicity in 
pets is rarely fatal. 

Since the legalization of recreational marijuana, Seattle 
Veterinary Specialists ER Clinic has been treating 2-3 cases 
of marijuana toxicity per week. Following are some tips 
regarding marijuana and pet safety:

•  marijuana toxicity: ataxia (lack of muscle coordi-
nation), depression, vomiting, urinary incontinence, 
tremors, sleepiness or excitation, excessive salivation, 
dilated pupils, low body temperature, and/or sei-
zures.

•  If you know or suspect that your cat or dog has 
ingested marijuana, contact your veterinarian or the 
ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center at 888-426-
4435.

•  Be cautious with storage of marijuana in all forms in 
the home – plants, butts of smoked joints, edibles, etc. 
Marijuana in edibles can be especially dangerous to 
dogs if combined with chocolate.  

For more information, visit ASPCA.org or contact your 
veterinarian. 
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WE WOULD BE  DEL IGHTED TO HELP  YOU 

F IND YOUR DREAM HOME…CALL  US !
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Critter Matchup Answers: 
Legend: All match in order. Lauren and Pixie & Nuggles, 
Darby and Apple and Peter and Mattie Lous

 

Lake & Company—Seattle’s highest  
producing independent real estate office. 
Excellence, Service & Trust—with a bit of fun!  

MADRONA MARVEL 
SOLD in 6 DAYS 

MULTIPLE OFFERS 

24% ABOVE LIST PRICE 

JIMI LOU  
STEAMBARGE 

 

Your NEIGHBORHOOD AGENT with  
as much personality as your HOME!!! 

 
 Give me a ring or ping to meet & say hello!  

RING: 206.755.7969 PING: jimilou@lakere.com 

I’m HAPPY to provide YOU and your HOME with a                  
Complementary Market Analysis!                                                                        

A purely relational agent representing both BUYERS & SELLERS!  

Neighborhood News and Notes
Volunteers are urgently sought to assist with Mayfair activ-
ities set for May 13.  Teens are particularly welcome to help 
with bouncy house and other activities held on the tennis 
courts.  If you can volunteer for even as little as an hour’s 
time during activities that go from 9:00am to 1:00pm, 
please contact volunteer coordinator Rob Ward at  
mmayfairvolunteer@gmail.com  Please let others know too, 
especially teens because they are excellent in helping the 
younger set enjoy the day.  

Madrona lost two outstanding citizens in recent months.  
William Clarence (WC) Fields passed away in late Jan., leav-
ing a big hole for those who enjoyed his engaging conver-
sation and participation in community events.  Phil Williams 
passed away in March. Together with his wife Vivian Williams, 
Phil has been featured in Madrona News and they were our 
very first performers at Aug. Thursday night concerts in 
Madrona playfield.

The original plan was for the MCC to sponsor a Madrona 
clean up day in April, but volunteers who expected to head 
up the event became unavailable.  If you would like to lead 
efforts to organize volunteers to clean up Madrona’s busi-
ness district and adjoining areas in future months, please be 
in touch with Bill Mahoney at pres4mcc@gmail.com.  The City 
supplies bags for the clean up and will pick up filled bags 
after the event.  So the main organizing job is to gather and 
direct volunteers on clean up day.

Epiphany Parish will have an Easter egg hunt open to all 
children at 9:30am on April 15.

HAIR  I  SKIN  I  NAILS

3312 E. SPRING ST, SEATTLE, WA 98122
TALK: 206.325.5096 / TEXT: 206.687.0317

RPSMADRONA.COM

SPRING NAIL 
SPECIALS AT RPS

Receive a FREE express manicure 
with any pedicure service! 

This month only!
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Shelf Life Interview with Gary Hammon
The Shelf Life Project collects audio histories/recollections of 
people throughout the Central District (including Madrona). 
This month’s interview is with Gary Hammon who was born 

and raised on 28th Ave. S.  He 
took up the tenor saxophone 
while a junior at Garfield High 
School, played in clubs all over 
the area, and went on to join 
the first cohort of black jazz 
students allowed admission 
to the New England Conver-
vatory in 1969. He returned 
to Seattle about 15 years ago 
to care for his aging mother; 
he lives with her in the home 
where he grew up.  He teaches 
jazz at Ballard High School. 

My father had the idea that it was time to move his family 
from under the Jim Crow regime and bring them to the 
Pacific Northwest for a better life, so he was a military person 
at first. And he took several jobs, different jobs. He ended 
up at the post office. And he also, he was one of the first 
employees at Nordstrom’s. He cleaned their stores, and he 
went on to sell shoes, and he had all of us work in the stores, 
that’s when they were Nordstrom’s Best and there was five of 
them. And I laugh about it because we had to go out in the 
north end, and we had to go to Bellevue. But then he’d go to 
the post office and work two jobs.

I was 11 years old one day, and we were all eating dinner - 
that’s when you ate dinner together, and you ate breakfast 
together and did all that stuff - and he looked down at me 
and said “Boy you eat too much. I need to put you to work.” 
So I joined the crew. Of course my mother’s like, “Well. what’s 
he gonna do?” “Oh I’ll find something for him to do.” So I 
cleaned the bathrooms, cleaned windows, and picked up 
paper and dumped the ashtrays. 

In my teenage years what I did was, you know, I guess I can 
say this now. I fell in love with the saxophone. I heard the 
sound of saxophone as a little boy, the same thing I told you 
about people coming to my house. My house was a haven. 
Larry Gossett’s father was the guru for music along with 
Rocky Woods. They’d bring over, they’d have these parties, 
and there would be music there, and I heard some of the 
greatest music, I don’t care if it was jazz country-western that 
I’d ever heard in my life, but I heard the saxophone and there 
was something about that. I said I’m going to play that. I’ve 
got to play the saxophone. Wow.

I was in bands and that’s what guys did around here. We 
played for the Masons. We played for the YMCAs. We played 
for the high schools. We played for the cabarets. Oh we 
played. So we had a variety of outlets. Something about 
Seattle where the music scene was always that way.  We also 
got to the point where we could go in places like 410 Supper 
Club and Black and Tan. Those were the big clubs, because 
our groups were good enough, so I mean it was a major 

outlet. I never, I didn’t have to work a job. I played music 
see. I made real money. That’s why kept doing it. I had a car. 
My dad didn’t buy me a car. I had an apartment. So I played 
music. My brother played music. So it was a big music town 
and you had places to play.

When you have a family that has been in the neighborhood, 
like my parents have been in their house 70 years. In that 
same little house. I mean that’s history. If I was someone 
that was moving into a neighborhood, I’d want to know all 
I could about what that was like and and how it’s changed, 
and try and get to know the people and understand what it 
was like to be there.

I know that African-Americans don’t feel the energy that 
was once there, because it has been destroyed. And it has 
been said that it’s gonna be for the betterment. Well that 
might be true, but when the playing field is not even - and 
it’s not even when people can’t buy homes anymore, when 
they can’t afford to pay rent, when people are out on the 
street - and the focus is more about raising this new Seattle 
and continuing to price people totally out of the market. 
It’s no mistake that the people that are here, African Amer-
icans that are living here, will not be able to buy back into 
the area. That’s the goal. Where it was written on the books 
that that was the only place, where we were able to buy, to 
become home owners. Now it’s perishing, it’s being taken 
away again. 

The other part is that it sets up a wide gap between being 
able to sit down with your adversary and talk, about hard 
things. No one wants to talk about race, no one wants to 
talk about what poverty is, no one wants to talk about what 
what kind of strain this puts on a community.
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Focusing On Your Future… means    
making your real estate dreams come 
true. I take care of my clients before,  
during, and long after the transaction.  

I  Will Focus On Your Future….. 

Leslie M. Lucas, Real Estate Consultant  1200 Westlake Ave N. #406 

COLDWELL BANKER BAIN ASSOCIATES  Seattle, WA 98109 

206-501-7473 leslielucas@cbbain.com  www.leslielucas.com 

100 Women Who Care 
Thanks Madrona Neighbors

                 By Paula Rothkopf, 33rd Ave.
On Feb.1 100 Women Who Care Greater Seattle met at 
Pyramid Ale House and chose the Pink Daisy Project to 
receive our donation. With Madrona neighbor’s participa-
tion, it was our largest donation to date: $4500. What a fun 
evening we had.

We are in awe of what Debbie, who established the Pink 
Daisy Project, has accomplished and who continues to 
give support to women who have breast cancer. It is 
exciting to know that our donation is going directly to 
women in the Seattle area to help them pay for essentials, 
e.g. house-cleaning assistance and gift cards for gas and 
groceries through the Pink Daisy Project.

And we are growing and our membership now is at 46 
with 15 new members added since our Oct. 2016 event. 
That’s a 50% increase. Big thanks to all the Madrona 
neighbors who helped increase our membership. To date 
we have donated $17,500 to six local charities.  Our motto 
is together we can make a big difference as women who 
care with 100 women donating $100 = $10,000 impact to 
a charity (we meet only 3 times a year).  As a member you 
get to nominate your favorite charities. Our next event is 
June 14 at Pyramid Ale House, from 6:00-8:00 pm to vote 
on a charity to received 100% of our donation. Come join 
us and help make us 100 strong. Check out our website, 

103 Lakeside Ave, Seattle, WA 98122     206-322-0700 
open Mon–Sat 8am to 8pm, Sun 8am to 7pm

www.leschimarket.com     info@leschimarket.com

April Showers Us With New Wine
Check out this 6-pack of new arrivals

2013 Château la Nerthe Châteauneuf-du-Pape 
$57.99

2014 Mark Ryan Numbskull BDX Walla Walla 
$27.99

2013 Colutta Refosco Friuli Rosso Italy  
$20.39

2014 Domaine Paul Cherrier Sancerre 
 $18.69

2015 Château Bizard Blanc d’Amour  
$12.19

2016 Isenhower Cellars Cabernet Franc Rosé 
Yakima Valley       $12.19

Over 1400 wines to choose from
10% discount on 6-bottle purchase, mix & match

Order by phone or email wine@leschimarket.com.

Two Big Blondes and Madrona
By Lisa Withey Michaud, Jackson St.

My Madrona roots run deep, and so returning to Seattle 
in 2012 felt like a homecoming.  My family and I had lived 
four years in my husband’s homeland in the Caribbean, 
but we returned to the States to seek medical care for our 
son.  And it felt especially fitting to return to the Central 
District, close to my mother’s home in Madrona where I 
grew up. 

An alumna of Madrona, MLK Jr., Meany, and Garfield my-
self, I enrolled my two children at Madrona K-8 as they set-
tled back into life in Seattle.  At that time my aunt Susan 
owned Two Big Blondes on Jackson St.  She was looking 
to retire, and recruited me to take over the business.  After 
working with Susan for a few months, I realized that the 
community feeling of the store was exactly what I was 
looking for. The store is much more than just a store to 
buy used clothing. With its focus on plus-size women’s 
clothing, it offers a welcoming place for people who often 
have difficulty finding quality items in their size at other 
retail and resale stores.  

Through its affiliated non-profit Seattle Women’s Assis-
tance Fund (SWAF), Two Big Blondes also provides free 
clothing to homeless and low-income women.  Every 
week clients are able to choose free clothing items from 
the donations of unsold items.  In addition, proceeds from 
the bi-annual bag sales in Feb. and Aug. help purchase 
clothing for job interview or work outfits.

In March Two Big Blondes celebrated its 20th anniversary 
in business. The celebration honored the previous own-
ers and was attended by King County Councilman Larry 
Gossett with music by local jazz musicians Debbie Cavitt 
and Francine Wiggins. The store also received an official 
City of Seattle “Two Big Blondes Day” on March 27 from 
Mayor Murray.

I’ve enjoyed reuniting with my Madrona family through 
my children’s experiences with the neighborhood. I also 
love being involved with a local business that honors 
the history of the Central District and reuniting with old 
friends in the neighborhood. 

https://www.100womenseattle.org/ or visit us on Face-
book. You can direct any questions you might have to 
100womenseattle@gmail.com.
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Farm Season is Upon Us
By Michele Catalano, 35th Ave.

For those who enjoy playing in the dirt Spring signals the im-
minent joy of the year’s first greens. It’s no different for Wash-
ington farmers, who look forward to harvesting fresh produce 
for early farmers markets and retailers each Spring. Many area 
farms are also busy this time of year planning--and planting--
for community supported agriculture (CSA) programs. And 
Spring is CSA signup time.

Madrona is fortunate to have a wonderful farmers market, 
which will reopen this year on May 19. Hours continue as be-
fore, from 3:00pm-7:00pm each week through the end of Sept. 
Follow the Madrona Farmers Market on Facebook or their 
What’s Fresh Market Blog at http://www.ballardmarket.org/.

Several farms deliver weekly CSA shares to Madrona area 
homes and businesses. One is River Run Farm (formerly a 
market vendor)--a small-scale organic vegetable farm run by 
a group of young farmers who are producing fresh food in 
the most ecological ways possible, including farming with 
draft horses. Located on the Olympic Peninsula, the River Run 
Farm team is piloting their CSA project to give Seattle fami-
lies access to fresh, organic produce.  Their summer and fall 
Farmshare is an opportunity to build a more vibrant, sustain-
able food culture and economy around good food and good 
living, bridging the gap between rural food-grower and urban 
food-eater. To learn more about River Run Farm and its CSA 
visit the website for details: riverrun.farm/farmshares-1/

Another CSA option in Madrona is a cooperative farm model 
run by Tilth Alliance, formerly Seattle Tilth. The produce in 

their weekly shares come from both beginning and expe-
rienced growers who have learned to farm through Tilth’s 
incubator farm program. Learn more at http://www.seattletilth.
org/about/stcsa.

Longtime farmers market shoppers will remember Oxbow 
Farm, which like River Run Farm, changed from a market mod-
el to a CSA program. This year Oxbow has partnered with the 
Madison Pagliacci Pizza as a drop site for their weekly shares. 
Learn more at https://oxbow.csaware.com/store/

MCC Draft Agenda for April 4, 7:15 at the 
Madrona Shelterhouse; all welcome. For additional informa-
tion, contact Bill Mahoney at presMCC@gmail.com.  You can 
receive updated agendas and meeting notices by subscrib-
ing to madrona-community-council@googlegroups.com

•  Recap of recent Madrona events
•  Updates on upcoming Madrona events: Mayfair
•  Budget Report
•  New Business - potential new council initiatives and call 
for new volunteers  

AMY BAKER
D i g n i t y.   I n t e g r i t y.   V e r i t y.

 divdesignagency@gmail.com 206/753.8676
www.DIVDESIGNAGENCY.com

FAMILY MEDIATION & CONFLICT DIALOGUE
Marital, Dissolution, 
Parent-Child, Sibling

FAMILY ADVOCACY IN DISSOLUTION
Parenting Plans, Parent 
Evaluation, Guardian ad 
Litem, Post-Case Mgmt

PARENT & FAMILY SUPPORT
Parenting Consultations TRAINING & SPEAKING



Madrona CoMMunity Calendar
Please send your calendar items to madronanewscalendar@gmail.com throughout the month for 

inclusion in the newsletter and/or the website at https://madrona.us

RECURRING WEEKLY EVENTS

 11                                                                                          Madrona News  April 2017

WED & FRI 
7:45-8:15am and 8:30-9:00am Meditation.  Guided silent meditation led by Pieter Drummond. Epiphany Chapel, 
pieter@stonegroundmeditation.com.

THURSDAYS 
10:00am-12:00pm All Threads Together – Join for conversation and knitting, crocheting, needlepoint, etc. Epiphany Christie 
House Library, Trish Stone, twallistone@yahoo.com. 

11:00am Family Story Time- Bring your preschooler and toddlers to enjoy stories, rhymes, and songs with our children’s 
librarian.  Madrona Library. 684-4705. 

7:30pm ALANON Meeting – Epiphany Great Hall, 1805 38th Ave., 324-2573. 

SATURDAYS
2:00pm-4:00pm – Free Wine Tasting at Madrona Wine Merchants, 1127 34th Ave. For more information consult 
www.MadronaWineMerchants.com.

SUNDAYS
11:00am-5:00pm – Sunday Sippers Wine Tasting at Madrona Wine Merchants, 1127 34th Ave. For more information 
consult www.MadronaWineMerchants.com.

WEEKENDS 
9:00am-5:00pm Donate Used Goods – Northwest Center Big Blue Truck. Grocery Outlet parking lot. www.bigbluetruck.org.

*****************************************************************************
Apr 4 7:15pm Madrona Community Council Meeting. Everyone is welcome to share updates on neighborhood activities and 
issues. Madrona Playfield Shelterhouse (34th Ave. between Spring & Marion). Contact Bill Mahoney, Pres4MCC@gmail.com. 

Apr 5 7:00pm Leschi Community Council Meeting. Central Area Senior Center, 500 30TH Ave. S. Diane Snell for more infor-
mation Jdsnell1@comcast.net

Apr 7 6:00pm Family Movie Night – Join your neighbors for a kid friendly movie and food (available for purchase from a 
local food truck). 3201 E. Republican St. Suggested donation: $5/person or $10/family. Kate Gardner (206-257-5465, 
k8gardner@hotmail.com) for more information. 

Apr 8 9:00am–3:00pm Neighborhood Work Party for the Leschi Natural Area – Rain or shine we will meet at the Park 
entrance at 36th Ave and East Terrace. Gloves and lunch provided for participants. Contact Bunny and Fran Wood 323-2296 or 
Diane Morris 322-7648.

Apr 9 1:00pm–3:00pm Lego Mania Sunday. Madrona Sally Goldmark Library. 1134 33rd Ave. 

Apr 15  9:30am Easter Egg Hunt at Epiphany Parish; all children welcome. 1805 38th Ave.

Apr 15 5:30–9:00 Debtor’s Anonymous, Epiphany Great Hall, 1805 38th Ave. 

Apr 19 9:00am–1:00pm Homeless Cooking Project – Bring a knife and a cutting board. Donations of fresh food (no protein) 
and money always welcome. St. Clouds Restaurant. neighborhoodcooking@gmail.com.

Apr 22—Earth Day

Apr 22 2:00pm–6:00pm Locus Wines Spring Release Party – Join us for a no charge tasting of several white and red wines, 
paired with a 1- or 2-bite food pairing. 1515 Madrona Drive. www.locuswines.com.

Apr 27 6:30pm-8:00pm EastPAC Community Meeting – Community meeting with a focus on east princinct. Seattle Univer-
sity, Chardin Hall (RM 242), 1020 E Jefferson. info@eastpac.org.

Apr 28–30. Open House at Meredith Matthews East Madison YMCA. 1700 23rd Ave. mmemy@seattleymca.org.

Apr 29. Healthy Kids Day at Meredith Matthews East Madison YMCA. Encourage kids to stay active with games and 
healthy snacks. 1700 23rd Ave. mmemy@seattleymca.org.
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