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Attendees at the June MCC meeting 
welcomed a surprise visit from Bobby 
Forch, candidate for City Council Position 
#1, who told those present about his 
background and qualifications as well as the 
platform on which he is running.  MCC 
hopes to invite additional candidates to 
fall meetings to enable the community to 
connect with those running for various 
local positions in the November election. 

Following the lead of the Leschi 
Community Council, the Madrona 

Council agreed to send letters to the 
events coordinator for the Blue Angels 
and to the CEO of Boeing (a sponsor of 
the flights) requesting that the Blue Angels 
abide by the legal restrictions governing 
planes flying over urban areas during 
future Seafair events.   The booms during 
last year’s practice flights and shows, in 
addition to the recent resignation by 
the team’s commander because the team 
flew below specified altitudes during an 
air show in Virginia in May, resulting in 

Kim Herber Steps Down as 
Madrona News Editor
At a recent Madrona Dining and Sipping 
Society event honoring Kim Herber, guests 

were invited to 
comment on 
Kim’s decade-long 
tenure as editor 
of the Madrona 
News.  The words 
“community 
treasure” were used 
many times there, 
and yet again at a 

subsequent Madrona Community Council 
meeting.  Her work at the MN fostered 
connections throughout the Madrona 
community, and she is lauded for her fine 
writing skills and judicious choices. Upon 
learning about Kim’s intention to retire as 
editor, a friend commented “Great, you’re 
free now to move back to Leschi to help with 
our newsletter.”

Activities on the Avenue (34th, that is)
The last week of May was a lively one for Madrona’s 34th Avenue shopping district.  
Madrona Blossoms baskets were delivered early on May 23 at the corner of 34th and 
Union, but each adorned a Madrona storefront by day’s end.  

Molly Moon made its debut May 24, welcoming a block-long line of children at the 
micro-store. Molly Moon’s in Madrona is now open from noon to 11:00 PM every day.

Pizza became the global food some years ago, but the global became particularly local 
on May 26 when Pritty Boys Family Pizzeria officially opened on the northeast corner 
of Pike and 34th.  That night every seat was taken, and the kiddie corral in the north-
west corner of the restaurant numbered over a dozen small children. In the back room 
older children explored options for various electronic and mechanical attractions. 
Others were there to exercise their take-out options. Pritty Boys offers a wide array 
of eating options, including starters, soups, salads, pasta, Panini, beer and wine, and 
pizza that the waitperson described as “closest to New York style.” Call-in orders (257-
1319) take about 30 minutes to prepare.  Pritty Boys is open for lunch until 9:00pm 
on weekdays and until 10:00pm on Fridays and Saturdays.  

Décor on 34th closed on May 28, but glassybaby moved into the site on June 3 and 
also is renting additional office space in the Madrona Plaza offices.  Glassybaby now 
numbers over 90 employees and had simply outgrown its previous office space.  But 

the original location at 3406 
East Union will continue to  
operate as the retail outlet 
and the glassblowing center. 
The latter is currently being 
upgraded.  

In the same week, Best Buds 
closed its flower/garden plant 
venture on the northwest  
corner of 34th and Pike.

Easier Than Ever to Give! 
Support the Madrona Community Council with a donation via 

Paypal. Simply go to www.madrona.us, find the Community 

Council page under Groups and Organizations, and voila!

Madrona Community Council

Donate
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Do you need professional property management 

for your commercial or residential property?  

We also specialize in finding good tenants, install 

them and turn the management over to you… 
 

Call us for details: 206 227-7593 
Jaime@seattleconsultant.com 

www.seattleconsultant.com 
1139 34th Ave Suite A 

Summer Dance Programs

H For Ages 7–16
H Dance/Drama

H Musical Theater
H Dance Samples

H Dance Intensives
H Week-long Camps
H 3–6 hours per day

H On-going 
classes for all ages

www.spectrumdance.org

800 Lake Washington Blvd.

206.325.4161

some canceled performances, suggest a cavalier attitude about the 
safety and welfare of the people living in the communities below 
the performance, and the Council will send requests for legal 
compliance during the Blue Angels’ future flights.  Comments 
can be directed to Deirdre McCrary, MCC Secretary.

A special meeting of the MCC board in mid-June resulted in a 
timeline for election of officers in November and a commitment 
to focus next year on our neighborhood school, Madrona K-8.  
Look for joint-sponsored events to be held at the school as well as 
council-sponsored efforts to boost support for the school.

People to thank and things to be thankful for:  
Thanks to Karin Richard, the annual Madrona Garage Sale is 
shaping up with over 25 families signing up to host sales on 
Saturday, June 18.  Thanks to the efforts of Melissa Cate-Christ 
and many donors, the wading pool at Powell Barnett Park 
will open this summer on a limited schedule.  And thanks to 
Barbara Parker, we can all read about these various events and 
accomplishments in the Madrona Newsletter, for which this issue 
is her inaugural.

Officers’ Corner... (cont’d from page 1)

Although a geographic move is not on Herber’s agenda, she does 
have many projects in mind to replace MN volunteer work.  She 
intends further to study family genealogy, an interest developed in 
a recent nine month UW course. And then there are those other 
items on her life agenda: her Boeing project management work in 
the IT department, where she claims to be “a low tech person in 
a high tech world,” enjoying more free time with husband Thom 
Ditty and their two children, and developing her antique business.

Asked to comment on her years at the helm of Madrona News, 
Herber’s frequent refrain was “it has been a lot of fun.”  Among 
highlights she recounted were getting to know her neighbors—
something her introvert tendencies would not otherwise have 
encouraged—working with Christine Bender for many years, and 
publishing stories in Madrona News that later went local or national.  

Herber has developed many features for Madrona News, and has 
devoted uncountable hours to every aspect of publishing. For 
example, Marty Leibowitz recalled sitting around a table with Kim 
and others to fold, address, and stack early issues of the Madrona 
News.  This task occasionally was completed by willing patrons at 
the Madona Ale House, by Madrona School 5th graders, and by 
Herber alone (it takes six hours working solo). 

Herber is especially proud that she never missed getting out an 
issue; she wrapped up Madrona News editions during a vacation to 
Minnesota, a work trip to the East Coast and a cruise in the Baltic.  
But effort is definitely her thing.  Many of you will not know that 
Herber broke both bones in her left wrist in an ice-skating mishap 
this past winter.  And although she had to type with one hand for 
many months, the News continued! 

Kim has been involved with, witnessed, written about, and 
published on just about every public activity occurring in 
Madrona in the past ten years,  making her irreplaceable.  But  
the good news is that although Herber won’t be managing the 
Madrona News, she is strongly committed to helping out as needed  
as long as needed.  Now that is a community treasure!  Thank you 
Kim from all your Madrona friends and neighbors.

Garage Sale Success
By Karin Richard, Marion St.

Our Annual Neighborhood Garage Sale happened to get caught in 
the rain on June 18. Participants crossed fingers for a sunny day and 
it just didn’t happen. Instead everyone made the best of the situation.  
Most participants stuck it out, moving sales to garages, porches, and 
living rooms. And hardy garage sale customers made their way to 
each of the 27 participating sites with a soggy sale map in hand.

Maps were available at sale locations and at some businesses on 34th. 
Madrona CC members distributed the maps to sale participants. 
The maps also included a 10% off coupon from Bottlehouse.  

Thanks to all who helped make the Garage Sale happen.  We are 
already thinking about next year……with sunshine!

Herber Steps Down... (cont’d from page 1)
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Local Boxing Gym Supports Queen 
Team Olympic Hopeful

By Julie Wroble, 36th Avenue
Cappy’s Gym (22nd and Union) is home to many Madrona 
neighbors and children who find it to be a great place to burn off 
calories and stress, and improve general fitness. Cappy’s is also 
the training facility for Olympic hopeful Queen Underwood, 
who grew up in Seattle’s Central Area and attended Garfield 

High 
school. 
One of 
seven 
children, 
Queen 
excelled 
at various 
sports at 
Garfield, 
including 
track and 
basketball, 

and she 
enjoyed weightlifting. Queen was drawn to boxing because she 
wanted to be great at a challenging individual sport.

Queen recently competed in Ecuador, winning a silver medal 
there that landed her a spot in the 2011 Pan American games 
this coming October and a chance to compete for a spot on 
the U.S. Olympic Team. Queen’s goal is to make it to the 2012 
Olympics in London next year. 

Queen trains 6 days a week.  She runs, works on boxing fitness, 
boxing fundamentals, visualization drills and sparring. She wakes 
up at 7 am, trains for 1-2 hours, gets a break, moves on to the 
next training session for 1-2 hours and keeps repeating that pat-
tern all day until 8pm.

Queen’s goal is to win Olympic Gold in 2012 – the first year 
women are competing in boxing at the Olympic Games. Queen 
has an 11 person team of coaches and specialists (The Queen 
Team) that support and train her as she goes for the Gold.  She 
has made training her full time job and priority.  

U.S. Boxing doesn’t provide sufficient financial support for boxers 
to train and travel so it is up to individual boxers to pay for their 
training and travel.  As the accompanying photo demonstrates, 
Queen Team is growing, but Queen needs your financial support.  
You can do this up close and personal or via PayPal on the Queen 
Team website.  To meet Queen’s coaches and supporters, plan to 
attend a party on her behalf on August 13 hosted by Julie Wroble 
and Lisa Thomas.  To attend or for more information please 
contact Suew@queenteam.org. Follow Queen’s path on her web-
site www.QueenTeam.org. All donations are tax deductible and 
sponsors are recognized on The Queen Team website. Become a 
member of Queen Team today! 

Queen with 3 Queen Team backers. From left to right are: 
Anika Thomas Toth, Rachel Kolpa (in front) and Lucy Kolpa.

Deal Moms now in Madrona
by Nikki Lundin, E. Marion

I’m writing to tell you about a new website that will be focused 
on bringing awesome deals to the families and neighbors in 
Madrona and the surrounding areas. I was approached by a local 
company called Deal Moms, which is part of Deal Co-op but 
is focused on moms and families. They have been starting up 
hyper local daily deal sites, with a focus on partnering with local 
businesses in the neighborhoods around Seattle. Their first site 
was in Greenlake, then Queen Anne, and now Madrona has been 
selected. They soon will be expanding across the US. 

Unlike Groupon and Living Social, Deal Moms value their rela-
tionship with local businesses and the community. The goal is to 
bring parents great deals and help local businesses take advantage 
of daily-deal marketing on a smaller, more manageable scale. We 
are fortunate to live in an area that is loaded with locally owned 
businesses. To me, that means a more personal experience, and I 
also feel that I’m supporting a business that is part of my community. 

I have been asked to maintain the Madrona Deal Moms website, 
madrona.dealmoms.com/subscribe, and assist in finding business 
people  who are interested in participating. I have already talked 
to many businesses whose owners are really excited to meet more 
Madrona families and grow their businesses. If you are a business 
owner and would like to offer a deal, please feel free to contact 
me directly at nikki.lundin@comcast.net or 206-403-6536. Also, 
if you know of a business that you would like to see featured on 
the site, please feel free to share that with me as well. 
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1658 21ST AVENUE
SEATTLE, WA 98122

T 206.720.1237
F 206.720.1192

INFO@GIRLIEPRESS.COM
WWW.GIRLIEPRESS.COM

LocaLLy owned
open since 1995

Night Out is a Community Building Block
“Night Out” occurs on August 2 this year (beginning at about 
6:00pm).  This is a national crime prevention event intended to 
unite communities by encouraging opportunities for neighbors to 
meet neighbors.  It also is intended to increase neighborhood sup-
port in anti-crime efforts and heighten crime prevention awareness.

Seattle has a long history of support for this event; in 2010 over 
1,200 Seattle neighborhoods participated with a wide array of 
activities.  Many years ago the first Night Out event in Madrona 
was hosted by George and Mary Kenny (37th Avenue). Two 
people showed up that year, but the following year neighbors 
gathered for a potluck that grew and grew.  In recent years, Holly 
Miller and John Gayman (36th Avenue) take the initiative to 
distribute invitations around their block; John and Holly wheel 
a grill into the street and set up tables while neighbors from 
surrounding blocks bring tables, chairs, parents, friends, and 
children, as well as lots of food to share.  On this one night it 
becomes possible to converse face-to-face with the people who 
live in the houses we all recognize.  

If you are interested in organizing an activity for your neighbor-
hood on August 2, pay a visit to the Night Out website, www.
seattle.gov/police/Nightout/Whatis.htm.  This site provides informa-
tion about Night Out and tells you where you can:

•	 register your event
•	 request permission to close the street during the event
•	 see where in your neighborhood a Night Out is going on
•	 create a page to promote your specific event
•	 add your event to a city-wide calendar

Business Owners of Madrona —  
(BOOM) News
Summer Street Fair:  Building on their success last year with a 
similar event, BOOM members are sponsoring a summer street 
fair intended to draw people to Madrona’s business district.  
BOOM officers report stores and restaurants will be open for 
business, and the group will set up tents and decorate along and 
adjacent to 34th Avenue from Spring Street to Pike. Multiple 
bands have been engaged to add to the festivities.  

Summer Movie Night: BOOM Movie Night presents a viewing 
of Ghostbusters at Madrona Playfield on August 21 8:45 pm.  
Bring blankets, the family, friends, and whatever else you need; 
donations welcome.  Easterday Promotions is donating equip-
ment for the show.

BOOM reported at press time they are working closely with 
Cleanscapes and MCC over BOOM’s grant proposal to embed 
both history and art in Madrona business district sidewalks.  Much 
is undecided, but the general plan is to embed brass tree-like rings 
in the sidewalks to commemorate historic Madrona events.  

Contact BOOM for membership or information at:  
madronabusinesses@gmail.com.

Nature Takes its Course
Judith Starbuck, Grand Avenue

Those of us who have invested so much in the Madrona Woods 
restoration are getting a grand payoff now as we watch nature 
take over where we’ve provided openings in the woods, the 
ravine, and the natural area. The plants we put in are growing 
and creating lush landscapes and habitat. Madrona Park Creek 
is flowing through the scenic ponds and into the lake, giving us 
its lovely sound and providing nutrients for migrating salmon 
fingerlings. And we thrill to the wonderful self-regeneration of 
native plants happening in some parts of the woods that have 
been cleared of invasives:  thimbleberry in the meadow, bunches 
of trilliums popping up in unexpected places in early spring, and 
swaths of Oregon grape and salal filling in all over.  

Our planters par excellence over the past few months have been 
Ann, Deirdre, and Peter. Deirdre and Peter have tackled the steep 
slopes which are hard for many to access. Deirdre has planted 
around 1,500 natives, and Peter has planted around 500, many 
of which he propagated himself.  Many thanks to them for their 
dedication and hard work. Since these plants will need to be 
watered over the dry summer months, we’ll be suspending our 
regular monthly work parties so our more goat-footed volunteers 
can put their effort there whenever it’s timely.  

If you’d like to be added to our email list announcing work parties 
contact Deirdre at deirdre_jaymccrary@msn.com. Check the website 
for more information about involvement in the Woods and natural 
area. Contact me at judithstarbuck@msn.com for a tour. To identify 
native plants go to “Friends” and then “Gallery” on our website 
www.madronawoods.org.
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klosh@ewingandclark.com  | (206) 953-6786
www.madronaseattle.com

When you see me in the neighborhood, ask me about real estate!

Charming and 
Inviting Madrona

House size: 2,060 sf
Lot size: 3,838 sf

Offered at: $419,000

Kristine’s Spotlight Listing

Neighborhood School News & Summer Fun

• Karate for Kids and Adults
• Creative Creatures Art Class (4-7 years)
• Tumble Tots (walking to 3 years)
• Creative Movement (3-6 years)
• Parents Night Out - 4:30-8:45 pm, 2nd Fridays
• Saturday Afternoon Out - 12:45-4:45 pm, 4th Saturdays
• Movies in the Park  - At dusk on: July 15, July 29, August 

12, August 26

Shelter House Summer
Garfield Community Center is excited to offer summer programs 
in the Madrona Shelter  House including:

•	 Girls Soccer (4-6 years) - Wednesday evenings 
•	 Co-Ed Soccer (3-5 years) - Monday evenings 
•	 Kid Yoga (3-6 years) - Thursday afternoons
•	 Sing-A-Story (1-5 years) - Friday mornings
•	 Adult Beginning Tennis - Wednesday evenings
•	 Lego Camp (5-8 years) - August 1-4 (dates are  

misprinted in summer brochure)

For additional details on these programs or to register please con-
tact us at 684-4788 or visit our website:  www.seattle.gov/parks/
centers/Garfield/Summer11.pdf.

We are working with Madrona CC, other groups, and individu-
als to form a committee to assist with ideas for new classes. If 
you‘d like to help,  have ideas, or can volunteer your talents, 
please email Mazvita Maraire, Garfield Community Center coor-
dinator, at Mazvita.maraire@seattle.gov or call 684-4560.

Madrona K-8 News Briefs
Madrona K-8 had a great first year with Principal Thaxton.  
Madrona’s strengths were built upon this year, many new 
activities were added, and there will be more to come next fall.  

Madrona continues to excel in the reading and writing 
curriculum from Columbia University Teachers College, as it 
has been a district pilot site since 2007.  In science, Madrona 
follows the exploratory National Science Foundation curriculum, 
and in math uses the University of Chicago’s Everyday 
Math curriculum. This year, Madrona added Mathematics, 
Engineering, Science Achievement (MESA) from the UW 
School of Engineering, to bring hands-on science and math 
activities within the school and in field trips.  

Next year, Madrona will expand its music and arts programming.  
Principal Thaxton is developing general music classes for early 
elementary students, instrumental music for late elementary and 
middle school, and vocal instruction for all grades.  In addition to 
music, Madrona is strengthening its partnership with ArtsCorp, 
which is the largest non-profit arts educator in Seattle and 
longtime leader of the Madrona K-8 drumline.  

Madrona also is becoming an advanced learning opportunity 
(ALO) school.  ALO offers advanced academic challenges to 
students in every subject within the general education program.   
Madrona student athletes were champions in basketball (boy’s 
and girl’s) and ultimate frisbee, and had great seasons in 
volleyball, soccer, and track and field.  

There is a lot to look forward to next year, but every school is 
struggling with state and local budget cuts.  Great schools and 
great neighborhoods go hand-in-hand, with family engagement 
and community support.  It is an exciting time to be a part of 
both.  The June 8th new family ice cream social was a huge 
success, and there will be Madrona K-8 family meet ups on July 
16th from 10-12 and on August 24th from 5:30-7:00 (bring your 
own picnic to the Madrona Playfield).  These meet ups are to 
connect incoming families and anyone interested in finding out 
more about the school.  We will celebrate the start of school with 
our annual back-to-school BBQ on August 31st.  All are welcome.  

Your neighborhood school wants your involvement and 
support.  To join the school’s e-mail list, please send your contact 
information to ptsa@madronapantherpartners.org.  Visit www.
madronapantherpartners.org for on-going information about this 
great school and ways to donate time, materials, and money.  

Summer Family Fun at the YMCA
The Seattle YMCA Meredith Mathews East Madison is offering 
a wide array of activities this summer.  Class prices vary but 
everyone is welcome, and financial assistance is available. Please 
consult seattleymca.org for additional listings and information, or 
to register. Here is only a sample of this summer’s offerings:
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Madrona Computer 

PC & Mac support & networking 
On site or remote troubleshooting 
Hardware & software installations 
Virus & malware removal 

Chris Kamila 206.462.4340        
chris@madronacomputer.com 

MADISON HOUSE, LTD.
REAL ESTATE SINCE 1981

ANNE  W I LLOUGHBY  NELSON

206.660.3055 | MADISONHOUSELTD.COM

BRINGING EXTRAORDINARY PROPERT IES

AND PEOPLE TOGETHER

A warm welcome to 
Madrona’s three newest 

establishments!
GUESTHOUSE  |   BEST BUDS  |   MOLLY MOON’S

Beekeeping in the City
By Beth Gappert, 29th Ave

Madrona is fortunate to have beekeepers who are maintaining 
hives in their small, urban backyards.  I became interested in bee-
keeping because I have a large vegetable garden and many fruit 
varieties in my yard.  When I realized how well my own produce 
developed after my neighbor’s honeybees visited, I wanted to 
guarantee that my plants would always have enough pollination. 
Without the work of bees, I know I would see a dramatic decline 
in the quality of produce in my own garden.

I am keeping honeybees for the first time this summer and am 
surprised at how smitten I am with an insect.  My honeybees 
arrived on April 24 in a mesh, shoebox-like box.  I ordered three 
pounds of bees, or approximately 10,000 bees, including one 

queen.  On the day that they 
arrived, I moved them into 
their hive.  They share my 
urban backyard with two 
people and a dog, and the 
bees seem too busy to worry 
about the three of us.  On 
sunny afternoons, I stand 
near their hive, watching 
them busily come and go 
from their home carry-
ing bright yellow pollen in 
their legs.  While I hope to 
harvest honey this fall, I may 
not be able because the bees 
need enough of their stored 

honey to feed them through a long, cold, wet winter. 

Honeybees’ society is complicated and fascinating. The survival 
of the hive is contingent upon a healthy, productive queen that 
can lay as many as 1500 eggs per day.  Madrona beekeeper Tom 
Beierle describes the queen as the center of  a fascinating  process 
wherein bees play different roles over time, ranging from inside 
jobs such as cleaning and feeding eggs when they are young to 
collecting pollen and creating nectar as they mature. 

Honeybees are gentle creatures and rarely sting unless their 
hive or they are threatened.   Unlike hornets and wasps, they 
are vegans and are not interested in your picnic dinner.  Their 
primary focus is their hive, their queen, their young bees, and 
their honey.   Occasionally, honeybees will swarm, but only when 
they are seeking a new home. If you find a swarm of honeybees, 
do not kill it!  Rather, call an expert to remove it.  A list of people 
who will remove a swarm can be found at: http://pugetsoundbees.
org/swarm-list/.   Tom Beierle said that he and his partner Didi 
Burpee once retrieved a swarm from 33rd Avenue.  Beierle went 
on to say that in the first year of beekeeping, they harvested 12 
gallons of honey.  Depending on what the bees have consumed, 
the color of the honey can vary from light in color to almost 
molasses-like. 

Honeybees’ survival is threatened with many diseases that are 
killing them, such as Colony Collapse Disorder.  Even if you are 
unable to keep bees, you can help them survive by planting bee 
friendly plants and flowers in your yard and reducing or elimi-
nating pesticides.  

In the Central District, our neighbors are creating a “pollinator 
pathway” to encourage pollinating insects.  The pathway fills 
planting strips with bee-friendly plants and aims to stretch from 
Seattle University to Nora’s Woods.  For information on pollina-
tors and plants, go to:  www.pollinatorpathway.com/ 

If you are interested in honeybees, the Washington Arboretum 
hosts monthly meetings of the Puget Sound Beekeeper’s Associa-
tion.  Information can be found at: pugetsoundbees.org

If you’d like to visit active hives soon, consider the Seattle Tilth 
Chicken Coop and Urban Farm Tour which features honey bees as 
well as other creatures.  See July 9th on the Calendar for details.

Suited up and bee-wrangling.
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Mayfair Delights!
Stacey Kryman, 33rd Avenue

The day dawcupned fair followed by a stellar Mayfair parade that 
included more than 100 decorated trikes, bikes and scooters led 

by a truck from the 
Seattle Fire Depart-
ment.  This was a 
record for the most 
participants with the 
fewest spectators of 
any parade in America 

(joking here, but it is true!).  Prior to the parade’s start, Seattle 
fire fighters hosted fire truck visits, finding some little ones reluc-
tant to clamber up while 
others were disinclined to 
leave.  Audrey and Bob 
Seale handed out noise 
makers, unicyclists prac-
ticed their balance, proud 
parents and grandparents 
took abundant snapshots 
of adorable offspring as the little ones seriously confronted the 
task ahead:  to peddle from Al Larkins Park to the Spring Street 

Park and Mayfair delights 
ahead.  At the appointed time, 
Madrona Community Council 
VP for events Stacey Kryman 
lifted her megaphone and they 
were off, traveling slowly to the 
delight of those who’d gathered 

along the streets. This year seemed to include a large number of 
tiny children pushed on bikes or in strollers, including one just 
one week old.  All are welcomed back for next year.

Mayfair was a day of superlatives, including:
•	 More than 200 

pony rides for eager 
children

•	 3 hours of continu-
ous jumping in the 
bouncy houses

•	 45 plus stunts and 
jokes by Deano the 
Clown 

•	 Most pizzas sold by 
Pritty Boys Family 
Pizzeria (it opened 
officially on May 26)

•	 Over 150 fruit 
skewers, 35 cloud 
sandwiches and at 
least 200 orders of 
the Imperial Mix Up 
sold by St. Cloud’s

Events of the day are in part underwritten by the Madrona Com-
munity Council which raised nearly $600 from selling baked 
goods and donations for face paintings.  These donations help 
fund next year’s Mayfair event along with other MCC neighbor-

hood community-
building events 
throughout the year.

MCC particularly 
wants to thank their 
lucky 13 Generous 
Business Sponsors: 
Bottlehouse, Cupcake 

Royale, Garfield Community Center, glassybaby, Hi Spot, Hitch-
cock, Lakeview Kids’ Dentistry, Madrona Dining & Sipping 
Society, Molly Moon’s, Pritty Boys Family Pizzeria, Sponge, St. 
Cloud’s, and the YMCA .  Also in line for thanks are the many 
generous neighborhood families and individuals who donated 
time, expertise, and funds to 
make Mayfair a great event in 
2011.  

Special thanks go to the Plan-
ning Committee including 
Nikki Lundin for coordinating 
hundreds of volunteer hours 
and logistics; Edie Hall for 
procuring more than 500 yummy bake goods; Alix Day for pro-
viding awesome trike/bike decorations and coordinating a parade 
she didn’t even get to attend due to sick kids; Shannon Cunniffe 
for publicizing Mayfair and making sure the entire neighborhood 
knew of the event; and Amber for making sure the critical ele-
ments were in place - clowns, bouncy houses and ponies!

And, a special thanks to whoever is 
in charge of providing great weather 
year after year.  Somehow Mayfair 
gets a special three hours of sun-
shine and warm temperatures in the 
middle of gray, rainy May!   This 
year was no exception and for that 
we Madrona neighbors give thanks.
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one?                    two!

madrona’s Spa at

206.860.0323   www.salonkismet.com

Madrona Native with 
25 years in real estate!

BENJAMIN CHOTZEN
Managing Broker

Cell 206.948.3208
benjaminchotzen@yahoo.com
www.benjaminchotzen.com

1313 E. Pine
Seattle, WA 98122

Thank You!  From Madrona Blossoms 
Marie Doyle, 37th Avenue

What a joy to see Madrona in bloom 
once again, with the flower baskets 
adding their happy color to our 
neighborhood! And what an even 
greater joy it’s been to witness the 
neighborhood outpouring of gener-
osity this year, which has been hard 
for many of us. But your overwhelm-
ing support—and kind, supportive 
letters—tell us that the Blossoms are 
well-loved by many and definitely 

worth continuing. So, enjoy the flowers, and thank you to all 
these generous donors:

Marcia Alden; ;Renate Fleischer-Anderson & Croil Anderson; Marcia 
Appleton;Randy Apse;l Lucy Homans  & Hugh Bangasser; Naomi & 
Christopher Barry; Ronald & Pamela Beard; Dennis & Maureen Beke-
meyer; Crystal Bernstein; Eric & Dana Blazevic;Averil Rothrock & Edwin 
Budge; Charles & Linda BusRobert Welland & Mary Casey; Katherine 
Chatham; Hugh & Suzanne Clark; Mary-Louise & Bruce Colwell, Jr.; 
Joel Connelly; Sara Cookson; Jenny & Richard Cummins; Tony & Farida 
Dowler; Keylor Eng; Joyce & Andrew Felix; Jessica Fleming; Kathy Fletcher; 
Maureen Horgan & Albert Foster; Susan & Albert Fuchs; Alice Brownstein 
& John Gerarden; Patrick & Debra Kristine Gray; Peter & Toni Haley; 
Barry & Gretchen Harmon; Matthew & Jennifer Tilghman-Havens; Shelly 
Haverkamp; Judith Herrigel; Jarlath Hume; William & Ruth Ingham; Ma-
rie Doyle & Robert Ingman; Edwin C. James; Dolores & Clyde Jones; Moni-
ca Jones; Paris Kallas; Mary & George Kenny; Bernard Mansavage & Rachel 

Katzenellenbogen; Anne Kelley;Andrew Kreis & Christopher Kollas; Ruth H. 
Krauss; Daniel & Sara Levant; Kim Scanlon & Keith Leyden;Vanessa Lit-
man; Jolene Logue; Diane & Donald Lovell; Kathy Kearney & Marc Lowe; 
Andrea Matus-Magee; Lisa & Doug McDonnal; Linda & Kevin McQuade; 
Joseph & Marian Mullally; Christine Mustelier; Holly & Steve Overman; 
Barbara Parker; Rene & Karen Perret; Anne Marie Davids-Puzzo & Domi-
nic Puzzo; Claire Buchanan & Paul Rasmussen; Dana Rasmussen; Stacy & 
Jan Risheim; Edith Rosencrantz; Margaret & Eric Rothchild; Anita & Frank 
Rowe, Jr.; Bettye B. Salter; Karen Janosky & David Schappell; Virginia Sly; 
Elizabeth Award & Jay Smith; Keith Beckley & Presha Sparling; David 
Mihal & Linda Steffen; Susan Hester & Lee Stephenson; Jared & Wilson 
Strote; Michael van Eckhardt & Sara Thaves; Pieter & Tjitske Van der 
Meulen;Patti Waller; Gwendolyn J. Waterhouse; Gerhardt Morrison & Julie 
Weston;Thelma & Francis Wood, Jr; Rick Kolpa & Julie Wroble; Mary Schug 
Young & David Young; E. & A. Zickler

And to these fine businesses, thank you for your generosity and 
for all you do to keep our neighborhood thriving!
Bottlehouse; Bowling Green; Décor on 34th; Executive Conversation; Fetch; 
Ginny Conrow Pottery; glassybaby; Guesthouse; Herndon Alliance; Hi-Spot 
Café; Hitchcock; Juniper; Kismet; The Madrona Company; Madrona Plaza; 
Molly Moon’s; Naam;  Nena; Pritty Boys Pizza; St. Clouds; Verite Coffee; 
Wilridge Winery

 Help! Help! Help!
This issue of the Madrona News is the last until September. I’m look-
ing for help with future issues. Please consider contributing whether 
it be an occasional or monthly item. Topics can cover any of the di-
verse activities and interests that characterize Madrona. We do need 
someone to take on Mutt Match-Up!  Please send ideas or offers to 
madronanews@gmail.com or call Barbara Parker at 726-9798.
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R with your food source
S local organic farming
E tasty, nutritious produce 
All grown on our F

w w w . o x b o w . o r g
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MADRONA FARMERS MARKET

@ MLK & UNION

FRIDAYS FROM 3-7 PM
 

Join Oxbow CSA
We’ll feed you REAL FOOD!

Accepting Re-usable 
Clothing &  

Household Items 

For other drop off locations or 
residential pickup (800) 992-2060 

Visit: www.BigBlueTruck.org  

Drop Off in Your Neighborhood 
Grocery Outlet 

1126 Martin Luther King Jr Way 

Open Saturday & Sunday’s  
9:00am - 5:00pm 

Look for  
The Big Blue Truck™  
Sat & Sun’s 9-5 

Community Within Community:  
The #2 Bus

By Bob Mecklenburg, Washington Park
7:10 a.m.
Madrona Drive and 37th Avenue 

It takes 10 minutes to walk past the viewpoint, through the 
firs and hemlocks of Lakeview Park, climb the short hill to the 
edge of the duck pond and arrive at the bus stop where I’ll catch 
the #2 to the medical center.  The bus shelter looks as if it were 
built for the National Park Service with walls of local stone and 
peeled logs and a roof of cedar shakes sprouting moss and tiny 
ferns.  Inside, a thick plank bench offers a view across a curve in 
the road to an elegant Episcopal church, in stately repose at this 
hour.

Alan is sitting in the shelter when I arrive.  His appearance is 
arresting, 60-something wearing steel-rim spectacles and dressed 
entirely in black.  His long white hair is tied in a ponytail and 
topped with a flat-brimmed parson’s hat.  Alan carries a Bible 
and a prayer book in his tote bag.  Years ago he was an Iowa 
farmer, and he has conveyed to me both an understanding of 
plowing and planting as well details of the lives of the saints.  
He’ll ride the #2 to Boren Ave., then walk to daily mass at St. 
James.

We can hear the #2 climbing up Madrona Drive before we see 
its amber running lights.  The bus coasts to a stop.  Its doors fold 
open.  I climb two steps and enter a community that had been all 
but invisible to me for the many years I drove to work.  For the 
next 20 minutes the #2 will take me through the neighborhoods 
of Seattle’s ridges and valleys, presenting a different sample of our 
diverse demographic at each stop.  I’m getting to know the guy 
with a taste for classic literature who gets on at 26th and Union, 
the nurse who hefts her bike onto the rack at the front of the 
bus at 30th and Union, the girl from Madrona and Olive who is 
never quite finished with her homework, and the three school-
boys who get on at 34th and Pine whose voices have dropped an 
octave over the past year.  I exit at 9th and Seneca.  The doors 
close behind me on the small society that will disappear and 
reconstitute itself again and again as the weeks and months pass: 
daily snapshots in the photo album of Bus #2.

Madrona Dining & Sipping Society News
Audrey Seale, 36th Avenue

A group of more than 20 met at Café Soleil on May 25 to 
enjoy a delicious meal served by owner Kuri and her staff.  The 
gathering provided a perfect opportunity to salute Kimberley 
Herber and thank her for many years as editor of the Madrona 
News.  The group surprised Herber with a flower-filled glassbaby 
in Kim’s favorite shade: Northwest gray. Thom Ditty presented 
Kim with a beautiful arrangement from former Madrona busi-
ness Fleurish (now located on E. Union). Ditty also surprised 
incoming Madrona News editor Barbara Parker with an identical 
arrangement.  The card read: Good luck and have fun! 

Summer Madrona Dining and Sipping Society events include:
•	 Pritty Boys Pizza on July 19th, 7:30 PM
•	 Hi Spot Café on August 18
•	 Bottlehouse TBA

For additional information or to make your reservation, contact 
Audrey Seale at audreyseale@qwest.net.

 9  Madrona News June 2011



www.edwardjones.com Member CIPF

DOES YOUR FINANCIAL ADVISOR KNOW
YOUR FINANCIAL GOALS? IF NOT LET'S TALK.

Barbara W Banon
Financial Advisor
.

3304 East Spring St
Seattle, WA 98122
206-323-0440

Member SIPC

It’s Your Money:
Working for Your Financial Independence Day

By Barbara Banon, Edward Jones Investments 
On July 4, we shoot fireworks, attend picnics, watch parades 
and otherwise celebrate our nation’s independence and the many 
freedoms we enjoy. But it is important to work towards another 
type of freedom — financial freedom. 

This will be challenging. In recent years, a combination of fac-
tors — depressed housing prices, rising health care costs, frozen 
or eliminated pension plans and the financial market plunge of 
2008 and early 2009 — has made it more difficult to accumulate 
the resources we’ll need to enjoy the retirement lifestyle we’ve 
envisioned. In fact, the average American family faces a 37% 
shortfall in the income they will need in retirement, according to 
a recent report by consulting firm McKinsey & Company.

But now that we’ve gotten the “bad” stuff out of the way, let’s 
turn to the good news: You can do a great deal to work towards 
financial freedom during your retirement years. Here are some 
suggestions that can help:

•	 Save and invest more. During difficult economic times it’s not 
always easy to boost your savings and investments, but try to 
find ways that are as “automatic” as possible. For example, 
whenever you get a raise, increase your 401(k) contributions. 
And whenever you get a “windfall,” such as a tax refund, try 
to use part of it for your IRA or another investment account.

•	 Rebalance your portfolio. It’s always a good idea to periodically 
rebalance your investments to make sure they are still aligned 
with your goals and risk tolerance. But it’s especially important 
to rebalance as you get older and you near retirement.  

•	Cut down on debts. Anything you can do to reduce your debt 
load will free up money to invest for your retirement. Work 
diligently to pay off whatever debts you can and examine 
your lifestyle to find areas in which you can reduce spending.

•	Consider working part-time during retirement.  If you are will-
ing to do even a little part-time work during your retirement 
years, you can greatly reduce the financial pressures you may 
face during this time of your life.

Barbara can be reached at her Madrona office, 3304 East Spring St 
or at 323-0440.

Maggie Aspland Off to Africa
In June, Maggie Aspland, age 59, longtime Madrona resident, 
headed to Kenya with the Peace Corps to be a Small Enterprise 
Development Volunteer. For the last 15 years she has been work-
ing with her family running The Madrona Company which has 
developed and built several Seattle projects such as the Bowling 
Green Building.

Having grown up in England, Maggie had not heard of the Peace 
Corps until the early 1970s when she met Peace Corps volun-
teers in Nepal.  But those meetings instilled a lifelong interest in 
joining the Peace Corps. Maggie started the application process 
last June. According to Aspland, the Peace Corps currently 
accepts only one of three applicants. Peace Corps service is for 
two years once the volunteer has completed training. Anyone 
interested in the Peace Corps should visit peacecorps.gov.

For Maggie, training will run for 10 weeks in Kenya in Loikotok, 
on the Tanzanian border, 16 miles from Mt. Kilimanjaro.  Train-
ing will include Swahili language skills, and safety, health, and 
social issues. During training she will live with a Kenyan family.  
After she completes her training she will be assigned to her post 
somewhere in Kenya. 

As she headed to Kenya Maggie reported being very excited to 
become a Peace Corps volunteer, although she admitted to being 
sad to leave her family, Madrona, and Seattle.  Happily, her fam-
ily plans to visit her in Kenya, and she will probably come back 
for a short visit in the summer of 2012.  
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WEEKLY RECuRRiNg EvENtS: 

MON & THURS 6:00 AM – 7:00 AM Bootcamp Class—Get up early and get fit! Madrona Beach. Nikki Lundin, www.nikkfitt.com
1st & 3rd TUES 8:00 PM Song Writer’s Salon—A not-so-open Mic at Bottlehouse; contact comalrkin@gmail.com for information about performing
WEDNESDAYS  4:00 PM – 5:00 PM Bible Study—Epiphany Christie House Library, 1805 38th Avenue, 324-2573. www.epiphanyseattle.org
   6:00 PM – 7:00 PM Spiritual Reading and Prayer—Madrona Presbyterian Church, 832 32nd Avenue. www.madronachurch.org
THURSDAYS 10:00 AM All Threads Together—Join for conversation and knitting, crocheting, needlepoint, etc. Epiphany Library, Deanna Killian, 524-1501
   11:00 AM Family Story Time—Bring your preschoolers and toddlers to enjoy stories, rhymes, songs. Madrona Library 684-4705
   6:00 PM – 8:00 PM Wine Maker Reception & Free Tasting—Come support our local winemakers at Bottlehouse, 1416 34th Avenue 
  www.bottlehouseseattle.com
   7:30 PM AA/ALANON Meeting—Great Hall, Epiphany Episcopal, 1805 38th Avenue, 324-2573. 
FRIDAYS  7:30 AM Madrona/Leschi Citizens Against the War—Quiet demonstration, 23rd & Union, Kathy Barker www.kbarker715@comcast.net
   3:00 PM – 7:00 PM Madrona Farmer’s Market—Every Friday through October. Grocery Outlet parking lot.
  6:30 PM – 8:00 PM Epiphany Summer Concert Series— July 1, 8, 15, 22.  Call Epiphany Church with questions: 324-2573
SATURDAY   12:00 PM – 7:00 PM Powell Barnett Park Wading Pool Open—July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; August 6, 13, 20; Rain Date August 27. 352 MLK Way. 
  Hotline: 684-7796
WEEKENDS   9:00 AM – 5:00 PM Donate Used Goods—Northwest Center Big Blue Truck. Grocery Outlet.  www.bigbluetruck.org

 	 	 	 ******************************************************************************

July  Madrona Community Council Meeting — No meeting July & August. Next meeting will be
 held September 6 at Madrona Shelterhouse, 7:15pm

July Leschi Community Council Meeting—No meeting July & August. Next meeting will be held
 September 7, 7:30 PM. Central Area Senior Center, 500 30th S. Diane Snell, jdsnell1@comcast.net

July 2 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM Neighborhood Work Party for the Leschi Natural Area—Rain or shine we
 will meet at the Park entrance at 36th Ave and East Terrace. Gloves and lunch provided for 
 participants. Contact Bunny and Fran Wood 323-2296 or Diane Morris 322-7648.

July 3 1:00 – 5:00 PM Neighborhood Cooking for the Homeless — Serving Seattle’s Outdoor Meal
 Site- Fresh vegetables and fruits are greatly appreciated. Madrona Presbyterian Church. Darren 
 Pritt, darren@neighborhoodcooking.org

July 6 1:00 PM BOOM (Business Owners of Madrona) Meeting—Newcomers welcome! Amara conference room, 34th & Union, Nikola
 Davidson, Nikola@msnu.com

July 9 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM Seattle Tilth Chicken Coop and Urban Farm Tour— For information contact Chris Iberle 206-633-0451, x 119; 
 buy tickets or learn more at seattletilth.org/special_events/chickencoopurbanfarmtour

July 16 Noon – 6:00 PM BOOM (Business Owners of Madrona) Summer Street Festival—merchants,
 live music and fun 

July 16 10 AM – 4:00 PM Green Plate Special Work Party—To prepare for summer youth groups.
 Union & MLK Way. Contact Laura Dewell at ldewell@gmail.com or consult greenplatespecial.org

July  20 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM Homeless Cooking Wednesday—Bring a knife and a cutting board.
 Donations of fresh food (no protein) and money always welcome. St. Clouds Restaurant.  
 John Platt, john@stclouds.com

July 20 6:00 PM – 7:15 PM Free Yoga—At Madrona Presbyterian Church, 32nd and Marion. Please
 bring a yoga mat and a blanket to class. Galen Motin Goff  963-0087

Aug 2  Neighborhood Night Out—times and events depend on your neighborhood’s plans

Aug 5-7 Seafair—Albert Lee Cup Unlimited Hydroplane Race at Stan Sayres Memorial Park and Seafair Air Show, featuring the U.S. Navy Blue
 Angels and numerous other aircraft over south Lake Washington.  Times TBA

Aug 21 8:45 PM BOOM (Business Owners of Madrona) Movie Night—viewing of Ghostbusters at Madrona Playfield. Bring your blankets, 
 the family, friends, and whatever else you need; donations welcome
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Madrona CoMMunity Calendar
Madrona News takes a publishing break in July and August.  But you can keep up with Madrona calendar events in the wiki found at www.
madrona.us.  Please send new calendar items to madronanews@gmail.com on Mondays for updating and viewing on Tuesday of each week. 



This spring we invite you to come 
see just how special the spirit of 

St. Therese School is!

St. Therese School  
900 35th Avenue  

Seattle, WA 98122 

For Information: 
Call Gina Purdy at 
206-324-0460 x117 

w w w . s t t h er es e s ea t t l e . o r g

Now enrolling for the  

New Preschool opening this fall!

in charming Madrona

We have SPARKLERS and party confetti for your 
4th of July celebration! Also find Sheriff, Pony  
Express Messenger and Pinkerton Detective  
Agency badges, and a variety of lovely, scented lotions.
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Time Sensitive Material - Please Deliver Promptly

Newsletter of the Madrona Community Council
Published monthly except for July and August, with a circulation of 2450, 

reaching homes & neighbors throughout Madrona & Central Seattle. 

Sept 2, 2011  Next MADRONA NEWS DEADLINE

Article Submission: Contact new editor Barbara Parker at 726-9798, 
or email material to Madrona News at madronanews@gmail.com

Advertising: Contact Steve Orser at steveorser@yahoo.com.
Rates are on-line at www.madrona.us.

Mailing List Additions: Email madronanews@gmail.com.

Madrona Community Council Officers
President   Mr. Holly Smith 285-9166 ho2lye@yahoo.com	Cynthia

VP Events  Stacey Kryman 234-6630 staceykryman@gmail.com

VP  Susan Minoque 323-0995	 skminogue@yahoo.com

Secretary Deirdre McCrary 325-9035	 deirdre_jaymccrary@msn.com

Treasurer Casey Losh 695-4824	 closh@ewingandclark.com

Send tax-deductible donations to: 833 33rd Avenue, 98122
or use PayPal at www.madrona.us

Printed by Girlie Press - 720-1237

Permit Holder: Seattle Community Council Federation
3425 West Laurelhurst Drive NE Seattle, WA 98105
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